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Which is come vntu you talfoiathe inert Warlde 
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the vnto dim. 
The reſt vou map ſeeke out of the fo 6. 
3 We ginethankes, amr rs elachenv lone fi 
Coloſfians;whervp battet conſirme thi cheereſully co 
go fo ward 7 —— þ 
heb pperſcoaflon of them, hee winheth vuto him their 
harta, x . tber mat betthe moze ready t apt ta rcteiue his 
Alwapes muſt pou marke,that in fteede of gratulatig 
2 reioicing, he vleth giuing thankes. whereby he teacheth, that 7 
— — — wbatſd 
euer it is, that happeneth vnto vs io pkuſland hap hy. Moꝛeouer 
bp his etaimple her vothadmbniſhe vß, that wee not onelye bes? 
thankefullfo thoſt thingos which the Lazve doth beſfowe vp ⸗ 
onour ſclues;but ſdʒ that uo which he beſtoweth vpan others, 
But fo2 what thinges doeth hee giue thankes to ths Lozde ? 


ann and toue vi che Colo Theresſozs heconfelleth 


thatWth ofthemaregiuen of God: 63eile-histhankesgining - 
were [but] fayned. And what haue we but of his liberali⸗ 
tis ꝰ I ſo be that the very ſmalleſt thinges that we haue, come 
from him, how muche rather mul wee confeſle the ſame of theſe 
two gifts, in which the whole ſumme ol our extellencie is plan- 
r Fo gotland the Father, Thits expound it, To God which 


iht Fathtr df Chiff. Fo) it is not lawful vnto 


acknowe 
dedge anpelother God hut him that harhthewey koxth himſelfe 
vnd vs in his Sonnk. And this is the — which alone voth o⸗ 
pen the gate vnto vs if we will tome vnto ttue God. Foy 
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a tren ſurt late vp ta a cirtaius and ſucoplace, Ot hiche you 
haue head belbre l Hrtauſe eteruaii laluatinn ia a thing as 


boue che taparicte ol dur vnberſianding vtherefoꝛe her adpcth, 


that the certalhicie theredf was brought na the Coloſſians vßß 


the Solpenl. aus wirhell he hewerh them afozehanve:that her 
will bzing no new thing: buroniy that he meaneth this. ta con⸗ 
firmethem inrhatvoctrine which then haue already reccauea. 
Eralinus hath CO thus] the true ward ofthe Go - 
Pelli either aut unt, chat after the-manerof the Þe- 
twes, the G fe is often ved in Paule in plate cf ihe 
oy — hire the waves of Paule haue a 
3 tober Ec inthotoppe 02 higheſt vegree 
whereby thep might the made ſure ly and firmelpe abide in the 

revelaviontakitn front eee warn ace ee 


ane d 10 %% 

As alſo ia thewholewerldic doth GuSific) This anap* 
11th well to rhe confirmations cothecomfoztofthe goviye, 
to ſs kartt and wide the effect of che Goſpell, in gathering mas 
Nene forhar fapththereof dependeth not vppon 
lochar (horefors wo rule belecue, becauſe 


ofa 


our fapt eee as olte as it ſeeth the power of Gon: 
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with this ſentrute would moze eubolden the Colom aus t that 


vp on the Epiflle to the Oi ian. 


ſeing in all places the fruite and encreaſing of chi Golpell; they 


which J haue traunſlated, is encreaſed, is not reave in ſome co- 


pies : pet becauſe it was ſomewhat fit vnto the tertr; J woulde 


not omit it. And it apy2areth by the Commentaries of the olde 
TWarcers that this reading was alwapes mote bfev, From the 
daye that you heard and knew the grace .) !Apaiſe of their 
eptneſſe,in that they did by and by embzace wholiome doctrine: 
a pꝛapſe of conſtanc ie. in that thep did abide in the ſame. And 
pꝛoperly is the faith of the Goſpell called the knowledge of the 
grace of God becauſe no man at any time hachtaſted rhe Goſ⸗ 
pell but hee that knewhimlelfe reconctled vnto God, and toke 
holde of ſaluation pꝛafered in Chʒiſt. In the truth, ſigniſitith 
truely and without deceitc.fo2 as afoze he teſtified, the Goſpell 
to be the vndoubted truth: ſo now he addeth, that it was ſins 
terely deliuered vnto them: and that of Tpayhzas. Foz wheres 
as all noe boaſt (of) the Golpeil;but manye are cuill Wozkes 


men, by whoſe epther ignozaunce, 02 ambition; ov atar ite, the 


puritie thertol is caprupted, veryrequiſite it ta ĩd made a-diffes 


rence betwcenefapthful and truſtie miniſters and thoſe that ate 


naught. Neither yet is it ynough,to holde the name of the Gol - 


pell: except we knowthat this is the true Goſpell, whiche is 
preached by Paule and Epaphzas. 'Wherefoze Paule by (gi 
uing)his voice confirmeth the doctrine of Epaphꝛas to the end 
be may holde them in the ſame, and by that meanes mighte call 
them back krõ varlets, who went about to bʒing in ſtrange doc 
trines. And withal he ſetteth out Epaphꝛas himſelle with a no⸗ 
table title, whereby he may haue the moe authozitie. F inallpe 
he maketh chat he is the better beloued vnto the Coloſſians, in 
thathre fayrh her teſtiſied vutohim their lone: 


Paule in eueryt 
plate is diligent in thix. to make ſuch as he knem faythfullpe ti 
ſerut Chuſt, by his commendation ta hee moſt veare vnto the 
Congregatious: as on the contrary ſive, the miniſlers ot Sas 
than are wholy occupied in this, to alienate & eſfrange' by their 
finiſter ſpecches chethartesofrhe ſumple from the it T 
cia, Loue in iht ipirite. I take ux ſpirienaNlidueasvodty 
IA B. iii. Chztiſoffome 3 


mighte wich the moꝛe iopous zeale-embyace ite AU % 


— hf 


6 MACoinmentarieof M. Fobn Caluine ' 


- Chziſaltome : vnto wheme Aconſent not in that which wente 

befor. Finally ſpiritual loue is that, which hath no reſpect tis 
$#592in che wopld : but it is conſecrate ta the guidauncean diſpoſitiuunm 
d to de ol godlyneſſe, and hath as it were a roate within,” whereas car · 


© birectedby gall friendſhip vependech of outward caule, 


We therefore alſo ſince the day ve heard (thereof), cea e 
not to pray for you, and to deſire that you maye be 
fulfilled wich the knowledge of his will, in all wiſe- 

dome and ſpirituall prudence: * 
xo That you may walke worthic of God into al obediẽce, 
— forth fruite in euery good worke, and en- 

CTreaſing in the lnowledge of God, | 
11 3 with al ftrengrh;according to the power 
of his glory. into al long ſuffering. and patience with 
107. | 


We therefore alſo.) As afozein his gratulation he declared 
his loue towarde them ; ſo dath he the ſame nowe in his earnett 
Naper foz them. And cercenly'as in euerꝝ onethe grace ot Gov | 
is moze apparaunt : fo peculiarly ought we ta embꝛate and re- 
gerence them, and be carefull fo2 their ſaluation, And what dotygy 
he wich vnto them? That they maye knowe Gov moe ſultye. 
whereby hee ſheweth, that fomewhat is as pet wanting vnto 
them, that hee may make a wape foz him to cuſtructe them, and 
win them to heare him teache (the truth) moꝛe amply. foꝛ they 
that thinke they haue autayned whatſoeuer is woꝛth the knows 
ing, doe deſpiſe and diſaajne whatſoener elſe is bzoughte them. 
Ve takech therefozechisperſmaſion away from che Coloſſians, 

leit it ſhould be to thema let that they ſhould not willingly gor 
foxward, and ſuffer to be perfectri and amended that which was 
hegon in them Fut what knawledge doth he withe vnto them ? 
ſonſaach the kaowlege Of the will of G OD. wherewith hee 

dauert hꝛometh ail the inuentions ol men and all thoſe ſpeculati⸗ 
os that axe coutrary to the woꝛde ot G O D. fox the will of 

| &D.D.is not co bee foughte elle where than in his Monde. 
Peecopneth;in all Wiledonie, whereby he declareth tharchar 
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will of Got whereol be mant mentionis thennt ly tule ol being 
rightly wiſe . Foz whatſoeuer he te that ſimpiye vt ſireth a 
knowe thole thinges whiche it hath yltaſer God to reueale; he 
it is that knoweth what it is rightlye;to-be- wiſe ;- an if met 


| cane, iudging 
inge ich from the vuperſtanding,: Paule calleth 

ſpiritual: becauſe we atchieus them no otherwwiſe but by the vis 
rection ofthe Spirite ; Fo2 the naturall man perteiuetꝶ not 
thoſe thinges that are of God, 1. Coz. . 14; As dong as men are 
led by the ſence of their Aeſp aher haut in derdet heir amn wiſe 
dome. but ſuch ( wiſe dame ag un mert vanitit 2 homſocuer cit 

they flatter.themſelues in it. Qe {ce what manneraf diuinitie 
there is in the Yapacie, whac the bookes of Philoſophers con- 
tayne, what wiledome it is that pzophane oz Godleſſemen haue 
iupzice . But lette vs have ia mynde, that that wiſedome 
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alaue which Baule commendet h end ſcteeth out, is limittey in 
9 the willof Hen, i119 P 4410 (. iir 1119) A 410019612087 
„ 19;bhatyounalkeverthilyiaGodFirtthetracheth.whac 
tie end ol ipirituall vnderſtanding is, and to what purpoſe wet 
WW mul pꝛoſite in che ſchoole of God: namely that weſline wozthy 
7} of Gods that ig, that it map appeaxe in our life mehanemorin 
bvapne henctaught f Sog, Mboſoeuer thephee: 


that lereii noc 
great payne, but then de nothing but wander by bytuapec, 
nnd loſe their labour. Pozeouer he adwonitheth, that this p)in- 
cipaliys is ta be dont ol vs, if we will walk wozthyaf Sen. that 
we direct che whale courle a aur life God, 

nounctag pur awueſenceand witten m bing 


commonly they Gy IR! pleaſing. Therfoze if it bevemans 
ded what life t is that is worthy of GD D 
J8nhnuft waits beholpen,namely-thar 


the rules g oꝛdinances of men, finally 
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kacrtaſia in tlie ænoadedge of S dl) he voth again repeat, 
that r daue Lees den 
encreaſements. with which admonition he pꝛepareth them, x as 
in wert leader them vyrhe hand to the deſire of going foxward: 
whereby they map ye we themſelues readie to heare and apt to 
be taugbt. And chat which is here poken vnto che Coloas let 
al che faithful raks it: ag ſpoken vnde chem: and hereof let ther 
collect this commomerhayrtatibn ee mit alwahes enertafe in 
the voctrine of Govlyneſle even tl our dying day. Fe 
11: Strengthned with all tirengrh ;. As afoze he wiſhed vnto 
chan both ſaund vuderſtanding 4 the right vſe thereof: ſo nowe 
alſu he wiſherh vntu chem a hart and conftancie:By this means 
he aumoniſherh ty of their weakene ſſe x imbieilitle, loz that he 
deniech they can de drong, but by the helpe ol the Loꝛd. neither 
doth he that dulp, but to the end he may the moze ampliſte & ſec 


out this grace, he addeth ( theſe woꝛdes), According to his glo- 


rious pom et ias if he ſhould ſay,fs far off is it that any man by 
means of his dun powey can tand, but þ the power of God mut 
wonderoully ſhew foꝛth it ſelf, by helpipg our infirmitie.Laſtly 
de teachett in what thing the ffrength of the faithfull'dughtts 
ſhew foꝛth it ſelf,namely in al patience & long ſuffering. Foz 
both cõtinualiy are they excerciſe vuder ß croſle in this wozld: 
Eatho ations do daily thzuſk inchfſelues to opp)eſſe 
them: they lee none of thoſe things which God hath pꝛomiſed. 
They mult cherfyze arme chemſelues with wonderful patiencs. 
that that ping in Ela. 30. 15. maybe fulſlled, Your ſtrength 
ſhalhe in hope & ſilence, To toine this peece, With ĩoye, vnto 
this ſentence is better (than otherwiſe) Fo} although the cdera⸗ 
ryreadfages'mo29 often vſed with the Latines: yet the greekt 
copiezagreÞ rathetvicorhereaving{ 
patzencr is 
a 


not: recained Uut by toy: nor heiß thall he faith 
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vpon the Epiflle tothe (olofirans. 
beloued Jonne, | | 


14 Inwhome we haue redem ption by his blood, the for- 
giue neſſe of ſinnes. 


15 Who is the Image ot the inuiſible God, the firſt begot- 
ä ten of all craatures. 


16 Becauſe in him · are created all thinges as well whiche 


are in heauen, as vpon the earth: viſible & inuiſible: 
whether (they be) thrones, or domination, or prin- 
alities, or powers. | 
17 All gl ro? are created by him, and into him: and he is 
before all thin 85 nd all thinges haue their being i in 
him. 


12 Geui ng gthaulkes ) He Wü Jun vnto gratulation, 
that by this occaſion he may recken vp the benefites wherewith 
they are endowed by Chilt.and ſv he entreth into a ful diſcrips 
tion of Chzilt. Foꝛ this was an only remedy fox the Coloſſians, 
againlt all che deceits of the falſe Apotles whtrewith they aſ* 
ſayed them fully to vnderſtand what Chꝛiſt was. Fox whereof 
— it that we are caried about with ſo many kinde of doc⸗ 
trines, but betauſe we doe not tindughlye knowe the power of 
Chꝛiſt ? Fo2 Chiiſt alone cauſech all other thinges ſodaynlye 
to vaniſhe. Thereſoꝛe there is nothing that Sathan (ſo greatly 
toileth about, as to caſt miſtes to dar ken Chꝛiſt: becauſe hee 
knoweth chat by this meanes the gate is opened to al lies. This 
ſhan is the only way as well to retayne as to reſtoze pure docs 


trine, to ſet Chꝛiſt befoze the eyes what a one he is with all his 


goods and goodntſſe, that his power map be truely felt aud pers 
cefued. I ſpeake not here of the (bare) name, The Papiſtes doe 
commonly with vs tonteſſe one Chꝛiſt : how much ods is there 
ä — — namelpe becauſe they while 
they rovifefle Chyilt ſonnt ol Gov, b ſerting his power 
duer vnto others em Fucking it ere che they 
almoſte leaue him nakedandemptie . at the le — . 
on of a greate parte of his glozye 1 ſo'that hee is namen 
Donne of G DDO, but yet — facheanone 


Fathet would Haue-hirh"fo vn warde: And il do bee 
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N of M. John (Aluine 


that thePapiſtes would with their hart receiue thoſe thinges 
which are contapned in this chapter, we and they ſhould by aun 
by be at one: but the whole Papacie would fall, becauſe it ſtau⸗ 
deth not but whereas Chzilt is not knowne . TM hatbeuer ſhall 
conſider and marke the ſtate and lſne of this firſt chapter, will 
out ot deubt acknowledge this (tobe ſo). Foz nothing elle is 
bere handled, but that we ſhauld know Chzil co bee the begins 
ning, the middeſt, and the end: that all thinges are to ber aſkev 
of him: þ without him nothing is, no can be found. om theres 
foze multþreadcrs diligently and nighly mark w what colours 
Baule painteth out Chzift vnto vs. Who hath made ys fit. Ag 
pet he ſpeaketh of þ father betauſe he is the beginning v the el⸗ 
ficient cauſe (as they ſay)of our ſaluatiũõ. as ̊ name of God vath 
moze expꝑeſſe( his) maieſtie: ſo the name of Father doth erpzeſſe 
bis) clemency e welwilling affection, It is meete that we ſhold 
be hold both of theſe in God, that his maieſtie map ſtrike a feare 
and reuerence in vs, and that his fatherly loue maye pꝛoture a 
confivence & a boldueſſe in vs. Ther toe hath Paule not in vain 
ioyned theſe two together: if pet Þ reading pleaſe you. which the 
Interpecer hath followed, vnto whom certaige very old greeke 
copics agree. Although there wilbe none abſurditie if we ſap he 
was content with þ woꝛd father(alone)Pozeourr as it is neevs 
full that his incomparable grate be erp2eſſedo2 declared vnder 
the name of Father: ſo alſs4s it not leſſe needeful that we by the 
name of Gad ſhould be caried into the admiration and wonders 
ſull liking of ſo great goddneſſe, fo2 that he which is God hath 
fo far abaſed himſelfe. F02 what benefit oz good thing doch hee 
giue thanks vnto Gov?f62ſooth that he hath made him e others 
meete to be partakers ofthe inheritance of Daiuts. Foz we are 
bozn the chilvꝛen of wah, exiles, ę baniſhed ſyũ the 4. — 
of God: only it is the adoption of God, which maketh us 
And adopt ion denendeth vpon the free election. e 
regeneration is the (eale of adoption. e addeth in hight, that 
might be an Autitheton oz mee eee rhe: 
thevarkeneſſe of the kingdome of Sathan,, - 
:83:1VEhijch barkrrakenvs: e, Beholve te beginning 


aueſoltiation, Mben God ee Ts 
fraction —— we art f ere his race 


Wers EY 3 
Vpon the Epiflle to the (olo IANS. 
Tent chere is darknefſe:a# is read in Eſap 60,2.Bcho!d darko - 
nes ſhall couer the earth, and miſt the people: but vpon thee 
ſhall the Lord ariſe, arid his glory ſhall be ſeene in thee. Firlk 
we our ſelues are called darkenes:and then all the whole world. 
And Sathan is the pꝛince ofvarkenes,vnder whoſe tiranny we 
are helde ln bondage, vntill we be ſer at libertie by the hande of 
Chzifte, Hereof gather, that the whole wozld, with the paputev 
wiſedome and righteonfneſle therof,is in the ſight of God repu⸗; 
ted nothing elſe but darkneſſe:becauſe there is no light without 


This is now the beginning of our happinelle, when chat we are 
ſette ouer into the kingdome ol Chyzifte : becauſe we paſſe from 
death into life. And this alſo doth Paule aſcribe to the grace cf 
God: leſt any man ſhould think he could by his ownfozce attain 
ſuch a good thing. As therfoze our delinerance frõ 3 bondage of 
ſin g death is the wozk of God: euen ſo is our paſſingouer into þ 
kingdom of Chꝛiſt. He calleth chꝛiſt þ Son of loue,oz beloued of 
SBeodß Father: becauſe it is he alone in whome his ſoule deligh⸗ 

"4 teth as is in Pat: 17.5.# by whoſe means al other are belouev; 
* ; -Fo2 thus muſt we think, p wear not otherwiſe accepted of Gov 


but by Chꝛiſt. And there is no doubt but Paule meant after a 


God, vntill the loue in the mediatour doch ſhine out. | 
14 In whom we &c. Now doth he in oꝛder diſcourſe, þ all the 
partes of ſaluation are compꝛehended in Chzift, &p he alone, as 
he is of al things ÿ beginning # end, ought to excell to be ſcene 
abdue all creatnres. Firſt he ſayth 5 we haue in him redemptid: 
E the ſame doth he by e by interpꝛet (to be)remiſsiõ of fins. o 
= theſe ii. do appoliciucky agree together. foz certainly god in 5; he 
"2 dothfoxgiuevsour ſins, deliuereth vs frd 5 guiltineſſe o2vaun- 
"= gerofeternaldeath.This is our liberty, this is our boalting as 
2 1 a inſt death our ſins are not imputed vnto vs. He ſayth this 
Lredemptið is purthaſed by ÿ blood of Chriſt:fo2 by$ ſacrifice of 
his death al 5 ſins of Þ woꝛld are purged. Let vs remtber than þ 
this is þ only py ice of reconcilement: e therſoꝛe it is blaſphemte 
whatſoeuer it be$ the Papiftstrifle concerning ſatiſfactions., 
11 Which is the image &c. he elimeth higher, x viſcourſerh 
dfrhe glozy of Chyilte; He calleth him ¶ Image of rhe inuiſivle 


1 


the kingdome of Chꝛiſt. Hach ſer vs ouer into the kingdume, 


ſo2t to note the hoſtile enmity and diſſention that men haue with 


i2 eA(ommentarie of M. John (aluine 
5 God, wherby he declareth þ it is he alone, by whom God, who 
other wife is inuiſible, is manifeſted vnto vs: accoꝛding to þ ſaye 
ing, No man hath ſecne God at any time, the only begottẽ (ſon) 
who is in the boſome of the Father he hath manifeſfed him vn⸗ 
to vs, Joh. 1. 18. J know after what maner the old waicers are 
accuſtomed to expound this place), fo in that they were at vari⸗ 
© aunce&controuerſie with the Arrians, they vage the equalitie 
Coeſſence that þ ſon hath with the father, e the Coeſlence & Conſubſfancis 
and Con- alitie: in the meaue while they lay nothing of that which is mot 
Urne founve P2incipall:how the Father doth ſhew tozth himſelfe in p Sonne 
thus in en⸗ to be known vnto vs. That Chyiſsftome, hath placed his whole 
gli x bee refuge in the woꝛd Jmage,whilelt he contendeth that the crea⸗ 
orryerae ture cannot be called the Image of p-Creatoz:it is to weake,yea 
ſubſtaunce. rather he is confutedof Paule whoſe wozds are, the man is the 
Image & glory of God.. Coz. 11.17. Left therfoze we ſhould 
hold any thing but þ which is firme, we mult note, p the wozd 4 
mage is not meant of the ellence, but hath relation vnto vs, Foz 
therefoze is Chyift j Image of God, becauſe he cauſeth God al⸗ 
ter a ſoꝛt to be ſecne vnto vs although thereof alſo is gathered 
the coeſſence g conſubſtanciallitie. Fo Chzilt ſhould not truly 
and in deede repꝛeſent Gov, except he were the eſſentiall Moꝛd 
of God:ſeing that in this place he treateth not of thoſe thinges 


which by cõmunicating oꝛ participating accoꝛd alſo to the cre⸗ £ 


atures:but he treateth of the perfect wiſedome, goodneſle, righ⸗ 
teouſneſſe and powers of God: which to repzeſent, no creature 
were of ſufficiencie . Ther ſhalbe than in this wow a fozcible 
weapon foz vs agaiuſt the Arrians:but yet we multe beginne at 
ʒ relation which J haue ſpoken of,(v-z)we mult not ſtand in the 
only cence, The ſum is, that God in himſelle, thot is to ſay, in 
his naked maieſtie, is inuiſible:a that not only vnto bodily eyes, 
but euen to the minds of men alſo: but p he is reuealed vnto vs 
in Chzifte alone, ſo that wee mape beholde him as it were in 
glaſſe. Foꝛ he doeth ſhew foꝛth vnto vs in Chziſt, bis righteous⸗ 
neſſe, geodneſſe, wiſedome, ſtrength and power, to be ſhoꝛte him» 
ſelfe wholy e totally. we muſt take heede then p we ſeeke it not 
elſe where: foꝛ whatſoeuer it is that hall without :-hziſtvaunc 
itſelf by chename ol God, it ſhalbe an idol. The firſt begotten 
of al creatures. The reaſõ why he is thus called followechtys 
bebe cauſe in him all things are created, as inthe third verſe 
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e re Spie to the Gin. 


— is teartaevide irn begotten ol the dead Preauſe 
— ——— | 
n, becguſe he went velo)e all creatures Go E 


L ; 9 3 de is in ben lle; but what ac ef woykerh 0} bzingerh | 
It to paſſe in other. 


16 Viſible and inuiſi ble . The fomer yew veuiſion ofheaueniye 


"7 andearthly chinges compzrhendcd borh theſe kindes. But bes 


2 cauſche meant coauouchechis pzincipally of Angels, henowe 
2 maketh mention ot imliſible thinges. Chat not onelythehras 


4 ; uenly creatures which are manifeſt vnto the eyes, but alſo ſuch 
ds are ſpirites, are made by the Bonne of God, And whereas 


followeth traightwape, Whether Thrones,&c.it is as muche 


| I | avif he ſhoulve ſaye,By what name ſoeuer they be kalled. By, 


chzones ſome vnderffande Aungels,but J think, that tather the 


2% heauenlypalace ofthe mateftie of & O Dis eve mean, 
which we mult not dztame to be ſuch an one, as our mynd oz 


derſtanding may tompꝛe hende, but ſuche an one as 15 fy 
God himſelfe. Me ſte the ſunne moone, + the whole oznamẽt 
of the heauen:but the glozp of the kingvome of Gov is hidden 
fromour fence and vnde tſtanding, berauſe it fs 
gnd higher; than the Heaueng. To bee ſhozte, lette vs 
vnde rſtande by Thꝛones that Seate of bleſſed immozcalitie, 
which is ex empte from all change and alttration. By the other 
yames out ofdoubte hee meaneth the Angels. He talleth them 
Vawers, P2incipallicies, Dominations,oz Lozvſhips : not be 
uſe thepercerſiſe any tegimence which is their owne oz elle 
Pepe with fodce and Oren; whiche properly 


* | 
to execute Gods power and Domination i And ir ary dev. 
that as far as God doth extende & put fozth his. fozce 6 


iy wi gs oz ſertethouer his power vnto — Ness will 
not haue his glozy ſo thine in them, that it map be blemiſhed o 
darkened in himſelfe, Paule dothepurpoſedly w — 1 * 
toll the dignitie ofthe Aungels, leaſt any boy ſhoulde th 
that cha; wert alet whereby Chziſthimiſelfefhoald be 2452 
1 Halbe food fo Acker Kale 
s names: 
eroge nothing from Chyilt, a 7 175 


ange, 
. 


8 
17 All things are created by n 
reaſons be makech the Aungels ſubiecte to Chziſt: (1) Tha! 
they! not darken his glozye, becauſe they were created b 
him. Serondlye. becauſe their creation ought to be re bs 
vnco him, as vnto a legitimate ende.Thirdly,that her was als 
wapes befoze they were created. Fourthly, fox that hee ſuffays N 
eth them with his ſtrength , end pꝛeſerueth them in their es 
Altho ugh he affirmerh.this not of them alone, but of thi 
| 2 alls, Sq doch be place the ſonne of Sor in 
ighelt ſeate of banour, hat he may berre rule auer both 
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2 90 And by im roreconcil a 2 
- 13115 1, + Dy, pacifung thorow lines ws Hi 
„ ;  towhim,aswell thoſe thinges that are 8 

earth, as thoſe thinges which are in heaven. 8 


n The bedde ofthebodye.) chr een 
© yiſcourſed touchingetheercellencie of hide; and ade 
- Piincipallicze ouer al creatures :he returneth aguyn bnes choſe 

things which peculiarly belong to ß Church. In che wo ev, 
ome do conſider many things. And truly a litle after he wil vſe 
ume Metaphoz LI meanc Hedve}inthis ſeute ox meaning, 
4batas bead in the body ol man is in desde df aroote,fr6-whence 
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the vitall power is diſpearſed into all the members: to doth the 
n pꝛoceede from Chyiſt,ve, But inthis place he 


th, in my tudgement,chiefely of gouernment.Þeteachcth 


ta | 
thay ihat it is Chꝛiſt alone, who hathpower togouern$church 


to —— * — to Lig — er 
ends che vnitie 'or t N. dpiſtes while 
i topganae: the tyzannie df their woll, ade lackes that t 
2 Churchets headleſſe,valeſfe the Pope as heave haue doinin 
2 therin But Paul doch not yield this honoz, no not to h A 
and pet he maymes nat the Church of her derbe: faz that Chzift, 
as he challengeth this title vnto hiniſelfe, ſo det h he veryly and 
in deede erxcertiſe the office thereof, : Meirher amtJignozaunt 
of their cautil where with they windeow theiſelnes; [Which s 
this) The Pope is the miniCerialfhevde . but moe 


and nobieisthemeHeme cho th og by ator ; 


to bee ſet ouer vnta anpe mojtall' man! ſpe 
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17 All things are e by Md into him) By fo b 
reaſons be makech thi Junxels ſubiecte to Chꝛiſt: (1) 
they ſhould not darken hes glozye, becauſe they were createvb) 
bim. Secondlye, becauſt their creation ought to be re 
vnto e vnto a legitimate ende. Thirdly, that her was al⸗ 

Wapcs bekoze they were created. Fourthlp, foz that hee ſliffaps | 

th them with his ſtreagth , and. pyeſerueth them in their es 
Although he affirmerh.this not of them alone, but ok. 
wozld alſs, Sg voth be place the ſonne of Oed in 


gf Hts of honour, that he mayibeare rule ouer both 


tenen eme n vuver op inco framieatl or | all 
ares in eau ay nat 7 42 
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39 Becasſeit pleaſed(the gene) e eee 
W cee um him. — 32 183d ung.! 
27 90 And by him toreconcue my viito Himſelſe; 
1 % +BY, paciſimg therow the ofhisCroffſe;tho- 
17 tow him, as well thoſe thinges that are vppon the 
earth, as thoſe thinges hic are n heauen, 


18 The bedde ofthebodye a8 Aftertharheehilh dee 
yiſcourſed touchinge the excellentie of Chyitte, and or his high 
p2incipallicie ouer al creatures: he returneth agapn vnto choſe 
things which peculiarly belong to ß Church. In the wo Her, 
ome do conſider many things. And truly a litle after he wil vſe 
ame Metapho;¶ A mrant evt: Jin this ſeũte ox meaning, 
tþat as head in the body ol man is in ſeede df aroote,fr6-wheuce 
the vjtall power is diſpeat led into all the members: lo voth the 
fe gf che Chureh pꝛoceede from Chziſt,ve, But in this place he 
th, in my tudgement, chiefely of gouermnent. Pe teacheth 

p ſhat it is Chyilt alone, who hath power ta gnuern p church 
to whome alone, the faithfull ought to haue reſpecte, ol whonie 


th:the-vnitie ol the bodye,, be 
. — 


Sxurche is headielle,valeffe the Pope as heave haue dominy⸗ 


therin But Paul doth not yield this honoz, no not to Angels; 
an pet he maymes trot the Church of her hedve:fo2 that Chyiſt, 

as he challengerh this title vnto hiniſeife, ſo doth he veryly and 
in deede excertiſe the office theteal . Meicher am J aunt 


p of che cauill uhere with they windeout themſelues is 


]The Pope is. the miniCerialfhevve but fplenvent - 
and noble is the name Herde, than that it I colour, 

to bee ſet ouer vnto anne mojtall man}, ſpec 
7 Lr Chnte. ade 


ginning. — — ay . with 
the Greeke, the ende where bnto all chinges te referred, wer 
mought in this — ; 
(hus renne Worſe apc de 
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becauſe he is che firſi begotten of the dead. fox iu the reſurrecs * 
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tion he is the renuing and building vp of all thinges: and ſo the 
eee eee ee 


fullenvecerly by the ruine and fal of the ſirſt man. Becauſe ther» 


ſoꝛe that Chziſt in riſing againc,hath begonne the kingdome of 


God, wozthily is he called the beginning: becauſe then wee be ⸗ 


gin tobe in very deede in the p2eſence of GOD, when wee 
are renewed that me may be uc creatures. Firlt begotrerf f 
the deade. Vee ts ſo called, not onelpe becauſe hevivvefirſts 2 


riſe agayne, but becauſe alſo hee rcftozed other vnto lyfe. aa 
_1.Coz.15.20.he is called the firſte fruites of them that tiſe 


Mayne l hat he may be in al thinges. Chertol he concluvech, 7# 
that the Reger in all thinges accopdeth and belongeth to him. 
fa2 if be be the beginner and reftozer ot all thinges,it is manitelt 
that of right this honoure is due vnto him. A bis pette 


in all maxe bee two wayes taken, ( t)erder ouer all creature, 
(1,92 elſe in euery thing. But tbis ſhilles not much : betauſe 


all thinges are bzoughte under his Dominion and 


- 


: = 
. 


rule. 
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Becauſe it pleaſed him:):Tothe end it may bothe mi) F 


firme which he hath pzeached touching Chiilt; nvweallobe ave 


beih that it was ſo-eſtabliſhed by the pponivence's' GD B. 
Andcertapnly if we will reuerently adoze this miſter ye, neceſs 


- farye it is, that wet ſhoulve bee called backe to that 


Well-ſpzing. This, ſayth bee, is wioughte by the counſaple 
of © D D that all fulnefſe houldbwell-mhim. And hee vnders 
ſtandech fulnefſe of righteouſueſſe,wiſvome,ffrengrh oz power, 
c of al goodniſſe Foz whatſueuer Sod hath, h hath he beſtowed 
vppon his Sonne. that het migzhte be glozificd in him: as it is 
witten Jobn 5. 20. Aud withall he admonicheth, that whatſde⸗ 
-ucr gaodneſſe we require tamard our ſaluatiũ, it mult be bꝛawu 
out of the ſulaeſſe of Chyiſt:berauſe God hach ehus dettt miner, 


that he will uo otherwie communicate oz. imparte himſelfe aw 


bis giftes vnto men, but by his Sonne.. It is than as much as if 


he ſhould ſaye,Chaiſt is to vs all thinges, and with out him wee 
haue nothing. Wherof it followeth,wholoeurr drrogate onght 
from Chilt oz mint2thhia power,oz robbe him et his aſficetz, 
0310 be het piifer Ye a t76ype of his tuluelſe, N 
| | . | Muc | 


5 
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ſapleof'Gow, {i eee . ae t 7 

20 And by bim to reconcile al thing 1 vato himſelf Thi 

alſo is an honourable not 0s: 
therwiſe be ioynev;vnto Godbut by bim . Firſt let vs weigh, 

that our fclicicte oz happineſle is planten we cleaue 

vnto Gon: agayne, that nothing is mam £0 bet 

alienatte o eſtraunged ſrom dim. De — — chat 

we are by Chiſt alone happye, becauſe he is the bande that ty⸗ 

etch God and vs together : agayne, that without him wer are 

2 moſt miſerable, becauſe me ave ſhut aut from Gn. As fo that 
which heart ihutetij vnto ¶ Mitt lette va remember that it is 
moper vn him: ſo that no patio c peece of this pꝛaiſe muſt 
be aſcribed oaer vntu any other. Whercfoze che Autitheſis oz - 
contra les muſt be vndetſtanded : if this bet che pꝛerogatiue of : 
Cbꝛitt, it may not appertapne tu uthers. Fo he manifeſtly dif-" 
puteth agapuſte thoſe who deutſen Aungels to bet pacifiers 02. 
pracemakers;by whiche an cutraunte is mave open vmo Go, - 
Bypacifuagthrough the blood of his Croſſe. He ſpeaketh of 

bh Father fan chat he was mavemercifallpfauourable to his 
ertatutes bythe ond of Chꝛiſt. An he calleth it the blood of 
the Crolle becauſt thereſbꝛe the blood ii C hiſt was the guage 
and an ice pf aur peatemaking with God, foz that it was ſhead 
vpon the Oraſſe. Foxche Sonneof Gon muſt haue bene a pur 
"= guage? * ſairifice, und paſſe vnder the guiltineſſe oz 
— of inte, hat we might be the righeesuſneſſe of God in 

dt:blood ofrhe trale chan, ſigniſieth che blood of the ſa- 

— — — the math of 
Sod. M bile he addeth, By him he meant not to ſpeake of ane 

27 newthing, but to cxpꝛeſſe mozecereapnly that whiche-alrcadye 

. he hadfapde;# to impzint it as et moe veepely in our havees : 
4 narely.chat.Chyiſt ts fo the onlyaurhour of reroncflemenc,þ he 
ſwuttethont other meanes whatſoruer, [Foz no body elſe was 
2+ orucifiey fo} vm Chan is it he alone by whome am by whoſe: 

' grace we hane God mercifull vntovs. As wel which are vpon. 
If fr like you:to vnderſtans reaſonable creaturesonly,the ſame 

Hail ve wen. aud Angels; Aithoughtir ſhall be now abſurvitie to 


en ee leaſt J ann 


8. Akeninentarieo AE Fan Clue |} 


of men and Angels, and — wi — 2 — ar EE 
ter tun, tu ſbem und pꝛoue th aus neeve of à peacemaker = 
wich God, Buta»concearning the Aungels, thequettion ts not 
eglte co be untalden. F whar:purpoſeis vechrilem?tc, where. 

there was na nſſentiau a bieache of toue ?niany being mne 
with this reaſhy,banechus.expoundedthis pxeſent plane . KS 
Angels mere hangt tu agreemeat with men · atw;forhe heae. 
uenly(creatures)meremade- frienves with the tarthle Burthe 
wozdes of Pauleſound otherwiſe, (namely) that God hath r- 

cone iet voto hitmſelte;; that them is a foced ſolution, | Jiros: 
maineth therfoʒe that we ſer:tuhatataner ofrocontitameyt; tut 
of Aungels and men is. I ape that men were rerbutiled vnco. ot 
God,fox that they mere alceuated ſronhinrdefvze byſiune;) fox 

that (hey were ta feele hinua Judge to their veſtrurtiom vuleſſe 
the grace ofa. Peviaco2 had dame in the while® ro paciſie his 
w2ath. It mas then a binn at patiſting betweeke Gy aud men, 
kaz that hy C hit emmitie was aboliſhus daut atvap, Efo Gov: 
of a Judge is beconte a father. Bttwecne Sun and the Angels * 4. 
the reaſon is far cantrirua commun them there mas no defects 6 
nyſtanc, and therefozx oo ſepatation.Bur pet lo; two cauſes the 
Angels alſo ought tobe ferac peate with San. fozleing they 
were creatures, ;theywerenac without vaunger of falling, 
except they had bene mau ſure h the gracent Cbhziſte. This 7 
is of na malt waig ht rn continuerin prave:ſ0;-guer'with G 
to haue a ſtred and ſure eſtate iu neſſe, that thep nete 
nat au moze fare falling q; defestin : Maxeduet in this ſelſe 
lame obedience mbich chen perbenne in Gti chert ia uo ſuch er · 
auiſite perfection. that they ſatilſte Gos in eueey : hehalſe, and 1 


an ſpoken of:thy ;Deuil]';: what „ 
oly be vorh there pꝛonouute the 
and pur itie ta be foule ꝶ fichte, i it beimea⸗ 
g tothe righteouſnelſi ol Gov Ie mult chende ⸗ 
termine that there is net ſo muchrigheesuſnelſ in the Anicels, | 
as is ſufficient to ioyne them fully and und 


Werber bre needeofaparfier;by whole gricerhey 


von Ep lle ro rde o_ 


perpetnall 
Jeet 
only but uaketh the ſame 


there any wzong vonc ache Ar 

to a PMediatoz, that by his ber i 

firme peace with —— © 1 

deter undd 0alouwany tation bt 

- whether biin vetheiripencemaienalto,Hotgat 

ait not neither pe: ker ifwirkevaientMthointh Fe 
—— cranſs (citd weir id of 

« vefite —— —ꝗA—Ʒj 
noching to Paules-wozwes,whithe — nothing elfe vict 


1 that it is Chiiſt apnebyp 
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de fiey and 
norm — 


debe te dias fcbe erſongfo wbt which hl. 


oo yay ct pd rs yn he preacheth of 
GbziCfo2 ſo ot xeeefſitie mult it beexpounded, becauſe he ſaich, '2 


in the boy of his fle, A enterpꝛete the woꝛd Aicpoine [which is 1 


tranſlstsd et ion Ita be put ta augmee the matter, as if he 
. ——ů ORs what 
v ſence) nod eſtranged fram an body 

1 ——ů—ů — in ſome part, as te 
— dune refrain ie to ; inter iour concupiſcences. Naye 
rather, ſaich Paul, becauſe it wave pou hatefull vnto God, it oc® + 
dene een ae wage was te papate 


er as he is vttte i da diſagrer ſrũõ God. a to 
— — him an enemie. The olde . — bath tranſlated, 


- Qzapoier, ſenet C raſinua bath tranſlated it unde, and I haue 
vſed the wojd cagitation, fo h which$ Frenchmen cal intent. 
Tex ſuch is the fpzce of the greeke word, e Pauls meaning voth 
- lorequire it. Kurchermoze q; woꝛd ene mies, whereas it hath as 
= —_ as actiue ſigniſieatid, agteeth with vs ſumply ei⸗ 
89 aloag as we be without Chꝛiſt. fon boch are we bozn 
-the of math, and all the cogitations of the fleſh are has 
- ered agaypult Gov, In cvill workes Oe pꝛoueth by the effects the 
; lywardhatred chat lyeth bidden in the hart. Fox in that men cõ⸗ 
tend to wipe themſe lues cleane from all blame, ſb long till they 
be mantfcftiye conuinced; God cuen ſheweth their impietie by 
„ then autward wo}hes: as moe largelp is treated. Rom. 1.19, 
en what we heare in this place of y Coloſſiãs, 
\ beldger) allo vueo vs. fo). in na. ure we differ nothing. This ons 
| lyods there is, that fomearexalied 2 their mo · 
eee ee 


— 
——— zuſe 
red mms he ao rm therein 


825 bo ns L ſpeech 


taken on him a body that was baſe and lumlye, earthyt and en9 


dangered to many infirnitties;thathe mightbe our mediatour, 
ßen he avveth by death, he calleth vs back to the-confivera* 


don of theſacrifice. Fox the Bonne of God mult become man, 


27 anvpartaker ofour fleſh,thathe might be dur brother z br vy* 
ig de mult become a ſacrifice;that he might pagifie the; Father 
vnto vs. That he might make you ſtande holy. Che ſetonde 


77 pyincipallpartofour ſaluation, namely ne of life, Foz in 
theſe two members a peeces cheefely conſiſteth the whole paws 
er ol cedunption e v. in fozgiueneſſe of ſinnes;; and ſpiricuatl 
regeneractan. Jere.3 T. 33. That which already he ſupde, was 
nA ꝑreat mattet chat tighteouſut ſſe was purchaſed vnto vs by 


5 the deathof Cini, that ſinne being vone awap, we might be ac⸗ 
teptable vnto God. But nowe hee teacheth that another thing 
28 rounneth withaltrhat is as notable; namelye the gining of the 


$2 th ei 
| rr ; 


mts tunes td2this TWojlvesbur:whar: the ende of:onr 
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11 eA(ommentarieof M.lohn Caluine 
avmonitheth that it hall be in vayne whatſocuer grace hithers 
to hath bene beſtowed vpon them,ercept they abide in the ſinte⸗ 
ritie of the Goſpell, Ant ſo he ſignifieththat they are as yet but 
in their courſe, aud haue not pet attained to the marke 02 goale. 
Foxeuen then tye ſtabilitie © firmeneſle of their fayth was in 
hazarve among them by meanes of the ſubtle dealings of fals 
Apoftles.and liuety c conningiy doth he paint fozth vato chem * 
the certaintie oklaich, when he'vivddcth che Coloſſians to bete 
zrownded andfirmeinthe ſame - For faith in not like ſuppo · 
ſing 02 thinking, which is ſhakẽ with diuers e ſundzy motion: 
but it hath a firme ſtevfaſtneſle and tonſtancie, whichereſiſterh *2 
vnd beateth batk all the engines of the deuils. And therefoze all 
the popilh diuinitie will neuer giue no not ſo muche as a ſmall > 
taſt of true fapth: which holvethas a certatn.aupappzoned rule, 
that we muſt always doubt as well of che pꝛeſent ſtate ol grace, 
as chat we ſhall petſeuere to the end. Afterward alloheenotech 7 
the relation which is betwecne fayth and the GoſpeU, where he 
fapth that then the Coloſſians ſhall be ürme in fapth, if they bee 
not made flip away front the hope of the Goſpell: that is to a 


which lhincth vnto vs by meanes'dfthe Goſpell, -foz where tte 
Goſpelt is,thereis hope ol eternall ſaluacion; But let vs bears 
in mynde that the ſumme ok all is contayned in Chꝛiſt. There ⸗ 
koꝛe in this pkace he commaundeth to ſtie all doctrines whiche 7 
leave awaye from-Thzifte, to the ende that the mindes of men 


Maybe e where elle. Whirhyou have heard © Bt? 
rauſe the falſe Apoſtles alſo are accultoniey ppoudly to baaſt te 
name ol the Goſpell, who rent and teare Chziſt in pettes: (ans 
this is u couning of Sathan often vſed , falllye vnder che e: 
rence ol the Goſpell tu trouble the conſcienceszthat the truth af 
the Obfpelkmay veconfuſed) atherigpe bynamevoth Pauly a | 
uvucherhar this Goſpel wütth the Coloſſtans hay bent hne 
799797 — ary 

hey ſhould open their caresto dont ary dortrinen . Heavveth 
moꝛeoner a confirmation, that it is the fame that (spzeached 0- 

ner all the wozlv. This is, A ſay,no vulgar oz tmr: 
mation, when they heare that they haue the whole butuerſall 
een rate po B09 64 3100 457 kinde 


| kinde of dottr ine, than which the ApoRics haue in like manner 
taught, and is euery where receaued .- Riviculous iwis is the 
boaſting of the Papiſtrs, in that with this argument oz reaſon 
they impugne our doctrine, betauſe it is not allowed and ratifi« 
ed euery where to be pzeached,(any)becauſe we haue ſeme con* 
ſenting to it. Foz ifthey wouto bur fit ſha Renee 
JE this trom vs, (namelye) chat we at this daye deliuer no ther 
7 thing than chat was p2eaches afoztime by the Pꝛophete and A- 
1 poltles, and obedientiy receivedof the whole company of ſaints. 
Neither meant Paule that the Goſpell ſhogld- be appzoued by 
ehe conſent of all tymes : fo that if it werereiected 0z-refuſed, 
be authozitie thereof ſhould ſtagger 02 be reapps fo fall Bus bs 
2X} rather-relpectepoconſidered that commaundement of Chyilt, 
Par. 16. 15. Gu pe, pzeache pe the Soſpell to every creature, 
whicb dependeth of ſo many pꝛopbecies of the P2ophecs: which 
did denounce that the king dom of Chziſt ſhould be ſp2ead into al 
the woꝛld. What other thing thau meant Paule by theſe wozds 
than thatthe C oloſſians were alſd watered with thoſe liuing 
Vaters, which ſpꝛinging from Jeruſalem, ſboulde flowe ouer 
all the Wozlve ? Me alſo, and that not in vapne, noz without 
notadle fraite and comfo2te,voe boaſt that we haue the ſelfc and 
(ame Golpell, whiche by the Evicte aud cammaundeniente 
2X ofthe Loꝛd was pzeached amongeſt all peoples, whiche was re⸗ 
teaued of all Churches, in the-pzofeſſion whereof haue Luer and 
= _ dycdall Govlp perſons: Meyther is the conſent and agrees 
ment ok the Churche,whiche indeede is wozthye ſo-noble a Tis 
lle, a vulgare anvbaſe helpe to defende vs agapnſt ſomauy aſ- 
ſaultes. And willingly doe we ſubſcribe vnto Auguſtine , who 
with this argumẽt pzincipally doth confute che Donatiltes,foz 
that they bzing a Soſpell vnhearde of and ynknowne vnto 
all Churches, and truely it mas yeferuinglye t fo if it be a true 
Goſpell that is bzoughte in place, and the ſame not appꝛo- 
ned no} ratified by anye Churche , it followeth that vayne 
— falſe are ſo _ pꝛomiſes, —— 1 — | 
e meachingof the Goſpell ſþoulde be c .nga>the 
wozld: anvwhich affirms thut che ſonnes of God ſhal be gathe⸗ 
red out of all peoples and countreys.ac. But what doe the Pa® 
pits: They vidving the P2ophecs and ads” 
2759 C. ĩiii. ; 
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ing ouer the olde Church, will baue their vefeating 02 lal⸗ 
nes on on the Golpel be taken toz the conſeuc of »Catho*, % 
like Church. what is like this ? Therefoze when we realon - 
bont the conſent of the Church, let vs returne vnto the Apoſtles: i 
and their pzeaching: as Paule here voeth. But leſt any take too 
ſtraightly —— oe rr range Ja nee : 
that tFe Golpell was pꝛeached here 2 
4 Of which ſ am made. Oe ſpeaketh alſo of his owne: | 
dn, which was very needefull . fox we muſt alwayes take | 
ede, that wee doe not raſhlye thzuſt in our (elues into the ofs 2 
fice of teaching. Therefoze voth he teſkifie that the office was 
iniopned him, that he might pꝛocure vnto himlelfe righte ann 
anthozitie And ſurelye he doeth ſo iuyne his Apoſtleſhip, with > 
their faith;thafrhey cannot refuſe his voctrin, but by fopſaking des 
the Goſpell which they haveembyaced. 5 


24 Now reioyce I in ſufferinges for you, and I fulfil 1 
ttchoſe thinges that wante in the affections of 
Chtiſte in my fleſhe, for his bodye pans the 
| Church, 91» 
25 Wherof i am made a Miniſter, according to the dil. . 
penſatiõ of God, which is giuen me toward you, be. 
+ to fulfill the word of God. bo | 
26 Athiſtery hidden from the beginning oftymes and 
. ee whichenowe is reuealed vnto his 
int?“ 9 
27 Vntowhome God would make "acai 1 5 the 
riches of the gloty of this miſterĩe in the Gentils 
8, e Chriſte i pou 5 the * of go- 8 
7 11 | | 
whales preache,varaing enen ma, Adden | 
ching euerye manne in all wiſedome „ that wes 
Fr. ſtande cuery man perſeAeIs Chriſte dt 


29 Top hich thing Latſoluboury frining according 1 = 
kis power which workethinme mig. 
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5-1" * = A. Mb, Ke "We 
pan the Epiftle tothe ( giant. 15 
elle by meanes of bis calling : but nume hee bleih pꝛeuentlo nm, 
© lk the bandes and per becutiuns which he lultained fo the Gol 
pell, ſhould miniſbe auy thing ofthehonourof his Apoltleſhip. - 

3 fo2 Dathaneuen abulrththefe sccaſions alſo, to make the ſer 

| uuntcs of Go leſſe ſet by.Belide that he enboldeneth them by 
his exauple. chat they ſhauld not be 'fcared- with 'perſecucions : 
Wd be fa hand ſettech out his 3zeale, that he may be of 
themoze auchozitte.Pozeduer he doch wich no vaſe token make. 

2 knowne his loue toward them,whiles he affirmeththac he wil 

= lingly abideth fox their ſakes the aflictions which he ſulfreth. 

But ſome man will ſay, whereof ariſeth this ioy ? Foxlooth be® 

(dk łdasuſe he did ſee fraite comming chereof.asi he ould ap, The 

ff liction fox pon is pltaſaunt vuto me: beta ſuſfer it not 

in vapne, As in the firſt Epiſlle to the Cheſlalonians, 3.5 7 be 

| ſapth he reioycethj in all neteſſitte ann aſflit tion, co their faprh' 
which he heard ol, fulfil choſe thinges that are wantiug t 
tanke the copulattue to de put fox the cauſall . foy he pieldeth a 
reaſon, why he is io pous while he ſuffreth : vic. betauſe hee is 
9 n Chzift, and nothing van be wiſhen moze 
bleſſep then this par tnerſbin. And her ſetteth vowne a common 
canlolation to all the godiy, that in all ſorowes and troubles, 

and ſpecially if they alive any greefe fo2 che Golpell, they are 

23 partakers of the croſſe of Chiſt, p they map en'oye the fellows 

2 ſoarefulfilledtbe.things that ate wanting4e<eatfiierions of 
2 Chaiſt, foz as he ſpeaketh Ro-8;29,whome-Govherh tleetey; 

22 thoſe alſo hath be purveſtinated;þ chep mightbe made likefathis 
oned to j Image of s hniſt:to thend he might be p firſt begotten 
among the Net hien. Be ſine that me know that the vnitie or the 
heyde eee eee ee, veth 
lome while compyebead the while body. As in thofirit Epiftie 
to che T lerer 12. herfd. io: pans © "that 
plate has ſyeet in concrarning the Churche,intheerd? He ten | 
cludeth that the matter is in Chꝛiſt es it is in a maus bop. A3 
therefozc Chajſt path nat ſuffere ta his owns perſon. Ia doeth 

f in his members: f 
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26 © eA(pmimentarizof NA. abu ( aluine 
thinking hereof which ougbt to vpbolde and comfozt our harts | 
in affliccions, Lis Ithat it is ſo determined and «ppopnced by te 
pꝛouidence of God, that wee beare a ſigurt of Chiſt in bearing 

the crolſe and ſuffering affliction; and that the communicating, 
oz partaking which we haue with him, might lretche out it 
ſelf co this poynt alſo. He andeth alſo the thy reaſon, namelye 
that his ſuffringes art fruiteful. g that not to xfew only; but to 
the whole Church. Befoze he ſayd he ſuffred-fo2 the Cololfians, | 
nowe hee auoucheth moze,v-7;that the pꝛolite rhereof reacheth 
to the whole Church. Ol which pꝛolite oz fruite is / ſayde Phi⸗ 
lippians cap. 1.1 2. Nhat is moe cleare than this expoſitiovn, 
what is leſle forced and moze playne? That Paule thereſoʒe i 
iopous in per , betauſe he conſidereth as elſe where hee 
wziteth, that the moztification of Chzilt is tobe caryed abonte 
in our body, that his liſe may be made manifefk in vs. Alſo vnto 
Timothie, If wee ſuffer with him: we ſhall alſo raigne with 
him: if we dye with him, we ſhall allo line with him: our ende 
than ſhall be happy and gloztous. Seconvly , that condition o 
Nate is not to be refuſed which Godhath ozdained*ohis hurtg 
that the members of ¶ hilt maye haue an axretable likeneſſe 
and pꝛopoztion with theit head. Thirdly, that alflictions ate 
willingly to be ſuffred, as being pꝛolitable vnto all the Godlye, 
and which voe further the ſaluation of the Churche, by ſetting 
fozth the doctrine of the Goſpell. But all theſe thinges ſette at 
dle beer ige micht nabe their tavalgences yparvons 
uile, whereby they mighte ꝛout ther nces e pardons. 
They call Audulgences the fozgweneſſe of ſinties whiche wee 
haue by the merites of Party2s, Foz whereas they denye the 
foꝛgiueneſſe of ſins to be free, but faine tht᷑ to be redermed with 
ſatiſfactozie wozks: whereas now) ſariſlact ions de not ſo many 
as they ſhould be. they call foq belpe the bloovof Partys, that 
it may auayle in the ligbte of G O D'topurge and clenle with 
Chziſtes bloop , And this mixture they call the Treaſure 
of the Churche: the Rayes, whereof afcerwarde they tom 
mitte to whome it liketh them. Nepther are they-aſhamed tg 
the mayntenaunte of ſocurſed a blaſphemie;,/ ts wel ane | 
ier 
de 
They 


ſent place, as though Paule ſhould here arivitths his 
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vpon the Epiitle to the (oloſiians. 

They vꝛge the wade; ct f aſſtictions, as though Paul 
denied thoſe thiuga mhich Chin hath ſuffrevto beſufficient ta 
the redemycion of men. But tiere is no man that ſeeth not, chat 
Paule ſo ſpeabeth, het auſe by the alflictions oł the godly the 
127 the Church muſte be bꝛougbt to her petfecrion, while 
the members are wade like fafhionedvuto' their heads; An Y 
Gould bes afra ide co be ſulpectey to flamiver in rrhearſings 
fſuche mgnſtrous. matters, were it not thacthei due vookes 
bee wicuelles', that 3 charge then with nothinge falſelye . 
it They vꝛge this: alſo, that Paule ſapth hee ſafſerechfoxthe 


Churches. It isa wander that none of the oide Fathers 


2 Gnce thought vppon ibis ſhary@and: fubrillfence oxerpoſirion} 
bk 5 Foz they ali expo und it an me vos; & hut the ſaints ſuffer foz the 
5 Chi greb.becauethey confirm the faich ofthe Church. But rhe 

8 3 —ů— — 
they ſhed their blood ed maſbhe awaye ſinnes . But to the ame 
t de readers mape thoughtp.ſertheirjmpuvencte/and ſhamele(f 
neſſe: J min the rhurth 
— itt after diuerſe mayẽs r which J:had rather 
Auguſtines woes than bp myrie om. Fo thus 
e inthe d trratiſe vpon Lohn, Aithough byetherent 
we die foz che byetheren: pet no bldovof a Marttt is ſhedde fo} 
the remiſſion ot ſiunes: which C nit hath done foxvs. aricher 
bach hee iu this pointe ſcare foath vnto va. mbat: wer ald 
gilowe , but fob what me Houldretopeec.! Alſo zn the fourth 
Boche to Bouifagius; As aldne the Sonne of Godumamave 
the lonne of man that bee might make vs the ſunnes al -Gvdt 
Jo. alſo hee alone tocke ſo ;bs-pimiſhemente withont faulte, 
425 thzoug Mo rr es * 
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of be Church was.committed vnto him, and he voerh 
— — the:ſame ; Anb'that tit allo that 
that he wziterh to Timothie 2. Epiſtle” any'2. Chap. verfe 70, * 
tbat be abideth all tbinges fox the alerts ſabe that they may ob | 
teiue ſaluation-whirhis.in C heilt Jeſus. Am 2. Cophith, 100 5 
thathe ſuffer&h all chingswillingly fo their tomfofte and ful * 
vaciiinLdtct gavlyreaders than learn to hate aud vereſt theſe | 
— — maye on ac 
lour vupen khett fp nep veuyſes, doe fo notopioulpe rojrupt the 1 
Scriptures and tatſiſte them. 2 
2 Wbereof lam made a hliniſter. Loc: in what reſpet = 
. — — he ta a , Lok = 
w.giutrhep}iceoſtepemption/as Augultiveſk(Mully d or aſs 
bity noch ſpeaks it bat to acht F urthermozoothtrwile: 4 
— np rhe than h Lache 


qt robert. miner Goſpel 
reaſon ofthe Pinilterie therefdzeis:vinecſs in rt oy 
fpeakings : but the dne uf them cannot any 11 
And be ſaych, coward you; that they may know ececbergt 5 
thereof be langethalſa unte him To fulſill the worck! ee op»: 9 
vethabeerve m Hnalkcauſt uf his miniſterte : chat the wozy, o“ 
Ges might be effftcuous;,which is dont while it is ob 
rettaued. Hof xis in che ſtrengrh ofrhe Goſpellithar tt mgy 
— penn ac 3 ta enetpe one hat beleegi 


Hagan tie hidden »A cuminenvutidiiofche Soſf 
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wzongfull | 


f - oponthe Epiffle to the (loſiians. - 
' w2ongfulfanyperuerſe indgements,voth honourably extol the 
 dignitie of the Goſpell,as often as occaſion ſuffereth him, and 
- tothat purpoſe he vſeth diuers arguments atcoꝛding co the cir⸗ 
cumſtaunce of the place. here he calleth it an high oz loftie ſecret 
which was vnknown from times and generations: that is to ſay 
- from the beginning of the wozld by ſo many cirtuites & turns of 
ages. And that he ſpeaketh of che Goſpel apyearech.Rs, 16,25. 
Ephe.3.9.andſuch like places. But the reaſon why it is fo cal 
led, is demaunded. Scme iudge , becauſe Paule toucheth by 
name the calling of the Gentils , that this is the only reaſon 
2 why it is ſo called. fo that the Lozd,as it were vnhoped foz, hath 
poured out his grace vppon the Gentils, whome hee ſeemed to 
baue depziued foz euer ofthe fellowſhip and partaking of eters 
; nall life. But to him that looketh nighly vpon al thinges, it (hal 
appeare that this is a third reaſon, and not the only reaſon: as 
touching this pꝛeſent place, and that other to the Romanes, 


is 64 which J haue cited. Fo) the firſt reaſon is, that whereas God 


A bad gouerned his Church befaze the comming of Chzift, vnder 


obſture and darke coueringes, as mill ot wozdes as of ceremos 
nies, he ſovapnly ſhineth out with great cleareneſſe by the docs 


tine ot the Goſpell, The ſeconde is, that whereas befoze , no- 
2X thing was ſeene but outwarde figures, Chꝛiſt was exbibited 
"2X bz2inging with him the full truth, vnder whiche he was hidden, 
Abe chird is that which J ſpake of, that all che whole Wozlve 
">> which hitherto was eltraunged from God, ſhould be called into 


1 the hope of ſaluation, and vnto all ſhould be offred like inheri⸗ 


taunce ok eternall life. The attentiue conſideration of theſe 
thinges ſhall conſtrapne vs to honour and renerence this miſte* 
rie which Paule pzcacheth : although it be contemptusiflp res 
:x&rved of the world. oz elſe laughed at. Which now is reneled, 
eaſt that any man ſbould dzaw this woꝛde Miſterie, to anye 0s 
Ee ans 
;£ozner;0pvnkno now at tall addety that it | | 
io the end it ſhoulde be knowne to men. That therefoze whiche 
dy thentature thereof was a ſecret,was by the will of God made 
| open.atd tilanifeſt;Wherefoze there is no cauſe that che abſcu⸗ 
itie 0z dar keneſſe therein ſhauld feare vs, ſeing God hath teue / 
led it. He andeth, to the Saints, betauſe the arme of Lozd — 4 


* 
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reuealed vnto all, that they may vnverſtanvhis/counſaple, 
27 Vnto whom God would.Þere he buideleth the boldneſſe 
of men, that they ſuffer not chemſelues tobemoze wiſe a2 elſe 
to ſearche after moꝛe than they ought: but that they learn ta be 
content with this one thing, v ſo it pleaſed God, Fox the will 
of G O D ought to be pnough,andpnough vnto vs a cauſe ſuf- 
ſicient. vet this is pꝛincipally ſpoken cocommendethe grare of * 
God: becauſe Paule meaneth,that men in no wiſe did minifter Þ 
cauſe vnto God that they ſhould be partakers of this ſecrett, # 
while he teacheth that of his own accozd he was moued herevne ⸗ 


to, and becauſe he would, Fan it is a common thing in Paule, 
to ſette the good pleaſute ot Gov oppoſite and agayuſte all the > 
merites and outwarde cauſes ol men. What. the riches art᷑. Fo 
Mee mutt alwayes marke how highly he ſpeaketh*abouts e 3 
tolling the dignitie of the Golpeti:fop be ewe the vnthanks 4 
.fulneſſe of men to be ſuch, that they would foz all this ſeturelne 
contemne, 02 at the leaſt ſet little by, this ineſtimable treaſure 77 
and karre paſſing grace of God. And therefoze not being conterit 
with the wozde Myſtery, he adveth glory, and the ſame not 72 
ſinall oꝛ common. fo2 what was moze wonderfull,than that the 
Gentils, who ſo manp peres were dz8wned in death, that they 
might ſeeme almoſt paſt hope, ſodaynlpe ſhoulde be reckoned a- 
mong the childzen of God, and receaue the inheritaunce ot ſalus · 
tion? Which is Chriſtin you, That whiche in generalitie hee 
had ſayde of the Gentils, hee now applieth euen to the Coloſlts *Z 
aus, that they may in themſelues acknowledge moze effettuoul · 
Ipe, and embzate with the greate reuerence the grace of Gs. 
De ſayth than, Which is Chriſt ; whereby he meaneth that all 
that ſecrete is contayned in Chꝛiſte: and that all the riches of. 7 
the heauenly wiſedome are obtapnev when wee haue Chaiſte: 
as moꝛe playnly he will a while after affirme. Oe addeth, un 
you tibecauſe nom they poſſeſſe Chʒiſt, from whome alate they 
were ſo eſtraunged as nothing tduld be moe. Laſily het rallech 
Chailt the hope of glory : that they may know that they wante 
nothing to full and perfect bleſſevnefle after that they haue ob⸗ 
tapned Chʒiſt. And this a wonderfull woꝛke of GO D, ther 

in earthen and krapyle vellels, ſhoulde ubide the hape ofhcanenls 
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15 Wfomeè we preache.) Ju thisplate doth bee: ſat auer and 
apply eo his pꝛeachtaꝝ, -whatloener/afoze hee hath utter ed tou * 
ching the wonderkull and honourable ſecrete of God: and ſo he 
expoundeth that which already hee had touthen as concearning 
the diſpenſation committed vnto him. Foz this is his purpoſe 
that he may ſet fozth and garniſhe his Apoſtleſhip. that he map 
pꝛocure authoꝛitie to his doctrine, Foz after that he had highly 
extolled » Goſpell, now he 1 which he pꝛeacheth 
ts a diuine ſecrete. But not withont cauſe did he of kate put in, 
that Chziftis the ſumme of that ſecrete : tothe ende they maye 
know that nothing can bemoze fully and perfectly taught than 
© Ebit. The wozvey which follow, haue alſo great waigbt. Dee 
7/2 makethhimfelfe wreacher of all men: whereby he meaneth that 
none excell fo highly m wifevome , that they ought eo exempte 
themſelnes from taking him to ber their mayſter : as il hee 
dhoulde ſape, The Lozdehath appoynted me in a high place a 
publique Pꝛeacher ot his ſecrete , that all the wozlve without 
Wy exceptionmight learne of meme. . 

In all wiſtdome; is as much as iſhe ſhould vphold his voctrin 
to be ſuch, as might bꝛing a man io firme and perfect wiſdome, 
and fuch as hond want nothing. And that in it which by and by 
be addech,whoſocuer they be that ſhew rheſelues true diſciples, 
they ſhall be made perfect, Loke the 2 cha. to the Coz:1. Epiſt. 
And what can we tequſre that is better than this, that hee peel⸗ 
deth vnto vs very high perkecrion. Herepeateth; In Chriſt, a⸗ 


Foz ſuch thinkes fox the moll parte are moſt ercellent which are 
moſk hard # vneaſſe['co be atchiened}.Theother is moze firme, 
v. in that he retkeneth the power ok God, to ſhine fozth in his 
rdtnifferie. But hi\penkerh not ul the ſuttelleot his preaching 


only, (although therein allo 6ppeareth thevleſſing'of Gov) vue: 


1 eACpmmentaricof Ad. lohn (uluine © 
alſo of the efficacic of the holy Ghoſt, in which God didde ſben 
vimieife eudently. Foz f — — 
und laboures, when as he ſurmountev the meaſureſ oꝛ abi 

litie Jol man, vnto the power of God, which he aſſir · 


meth to be ſeene to wozke mightily EY 


lhe ſecond Chaprer. 


And I will haue you know howe great a contention I ** 
haue for you, & them which are at Laodicia and 
vhoſoeuer haue not ſeene my face in the fleſh, A | 
That their bartsmay receiue comfort when they are 
knitte together in loue, and into all the riches of 
the certaintie of vnderſtanding, into the knowe-- 
ledge of the miſterie of God, and of the Father, 
— of Chriſt. mJ Tonic nordeg ny 3% 
In whome are hidden all the treaſures of wiledome 
and vnderſtanding. % l an . „% 
And this ſay l vnto you, leaſ 90 body ſhould deceige 1 
ou with perſwading ſpeeche. | = F 
3 For although I am abſent in bodie,zyet in ſpitite am! 
/ with you teioycing and ſeing your order, ane 
© the ſtedfaſineſſe of your fayth in Chriſt. 


ND I will haue you know.) He teſtifieth his 

Fa 3 em hoo OM Fe way pane, f 

3 | the moze credit and authozitie. foz willinglye 

doe we beleue thoſe whom we know'o be carcs 2 

1d | full foz our ſaluation ,- Nepther is ic a com - 
/ mon en vulgare ſigue of loue ſoz that hee 

— — nas catefull fp; lache nundel of death: 
that is to ſayr , when hee was in hazarde of his life , And 
tp the ende he mape the moze ſet fozth the vehemencie of his di 
ligence and taxe, he calleth it a Concention0z Strife, I repze- 
bend nit Graſmus fo that he bath crauſlated it Care oz. Cares, 
fulnefle 7am vec che tozce of the Greeke Uerbe is to bee nated: 
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becauſe &yov is put, whereas there is contention oz reſiſting. 
Vith the iame reuſon he conſtrmeth , his miniſterze tu belong 
5 vnto them. foꝛ from whence came ſo earneſt a cogitation aꝝ mins 
ding of their ſaluation, but becauſe the Apoſtle of the Gentils 
ought with loue and care to embzace pea euen choſe whome hee 
knew not: And becauſe cõmonly there is no loue amongſt thoſe 
that are not acquaynted, he abaſeth the knowledge that is got⸗ 
ten by ſight, wh he lapth, Whoſdeuer haue not ſeene mytare 
in the fleſh, Foz among the ſeruaunts of God there is anottzer 
ſight, than is that which is of the fleſh, which winneth loue. Be» 
"2X cauſe it is almoſt by common conſent alomes af, that the ſirſt E⸗ 
peittle to Timothie was witten from Laonſtia: therfoꝛe certain 
alot this Laodicia,wherof Paule maketh mention, vnto Galas 
tia: wheras that other was the metropolitan oꝛ mother cit ie ot 
Phꝛigya Baratiana. But vntu me it ſetmeth moze likely ta bes 
true, that that is a cozrupt & faultie inſtription: as in his place 
2 thalbenoted. 1 ie | 
2 That their hartes may receiue comfort. Now he veclareth 
what helwiſheth vnto them: and he ſheweth an affeccion which” 
rx trucly Apoſtolique. Foz he affirmerh that none other thi 
is ſo deate vnta him, as that they be knit together in faith x 
loue. Oe ſheweth thereſoze that hte was moued with no pꝛepo⸗ 
ſterous deſire, (as in ſome it happeneth) to take vppon him ſo 
great cart foʒ the Coloſſians and others: but ſoꝝ that che mas 
ner ol his office did ſo require. Comfort is taken in this place 
© fox the true quietneſſe and tranquilitie wherein then reſt ozre» 
== polc themlelues. e affirmeth that than at laſt they (hall obtain 
XX the ſame, if they be knit together in loue and fapth . Þeres 
by appeareth where ſummer bonum the cheefelt felicitie is ta 
be placed, aw in uhat things it conſiſteth: namely while wer 
agreeing together into one faith, may be alſo ioyner 
mutuall chaxitie : this I ſaꝝ is the perſect ioy ofa hart: 
that is the bleſſed life. And as charitie oxoue is here rommens 
ded of the offesc,, in that it ſheaddeth true top into thẽ myrivgs of 
the godiy t d the cauſe thereol is ſhewed, where he ſaich; 
Into all ful aeſſe of vnderſtauding. To this is the bande ot ho- 
ly banitit, rnen the truth of Gun while we embzaxe q ſame l f 
ant conſcur; Im peace #c@ncopbewirh men flowerhout 
8 2 | D. F ountapne, 
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fountayn. Theriches of the certaintic of vnderſtand ing, Be⸗ 
cauſe moſt men being content with a (mall taſte , haue nothing 
but a confuſey and vaniſhing knowledge, he voth by name ſette 
downe the riches of vnverſtanding: by which woꝛde he meaneth 
a full and pithie vnderſtanding and perceauing . and withall he 
admanilhech , that accowding to the meaſure of underſtanding, 
we mult pꝛoſite and goe foxwarve in loue and charitie. By the 
worde, certaintie, he ſheweth the difference betweene faith, ann 
thinking oz ſuppoſing. Fox he truely and in deede doeth knowe 
God , that wauereth not oz ſtaggereth not by doubting: but 
that abideth in a ſtedfaſt and conſtant perſwaſton. Paule calleteh R; 
this conſtancie and ſtevfaſtneſſe oft time αε egi + whiche 
woꝛde alſo hee vſeth here in this place, and ioineth it continue TRE | 
ally with fapth : ſo that certaynlie it can no moge bee plu cken 
away from it, then heate oz lighte canne bee fromthe Sunne, 25 
Deuiliſhe than is the opinion and doctt ine ol the Schoolemen, 
fo2 that, in taking awaye certaintie, they put in place thereo ka 
mozall coniecture (as they tearme it), Into the knowledge of / 
the miſterie. This peece is to be read appoſitiuely.ſa he exnoũ - 
deth what that knowledge is wherof he maketh mention: name 
bye that it is no other thing but the knowledge ok the Goſpell. 
Foz the falſe Apoſtles alſo voe ſet out their dectites with the tle Z 
tle of wiſedome. but Paule retaineth the Childzen of Gov with 7X 
in(the compaſſe) of the Goſpell alone: that they maye deſire ta 
know nothing elſe, hy he vſeth the wozwe Myſteric fo t 
Goſpellis alrtadye ſayde , But hereof let vs learne that the 
Soſpell can be receiued,by faith alone, and not by reaſon, no 
yet by the thozow ſight of mans mynd oꝛ vnderſtanding:becauſe Z 
ether wiſe it is a thing hidden from vs. J interpzece Myſterie of 
God, paſſiuelx, as in which God reuealed. Foz ſtraight after he 
wpneth, And of the Father, and of Chriſt,with whichpreec be 
meaneththat God cannot be knowne, but inChziſt , as agayne 
, the Father muſt needes be knowne, where. Chyiſt is knowne. 
fo2 John affirmcth both, Ve that hath the Sonne hath Father 
alſo, be that hath not the Sonne, bath not the Father nepther. 
T herefo2e whoſoeuer think they know any thing of Gon with | 
— proven foꝛge to themſelues an Fvoll in ſteevof God, As 
:ponpedrrary ſide he knowerhnot Chiilt, who is not 
NS ee da | 
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vnto him by the father, and ſo embzacech whols God in him. It 
= is the while a place wozthy to be thought on to pzoue the God · 
"© head of Chꝛiſt, and that he is ofone eſſence with God, Fo? after 
= bhchath ſpoken aloze of the knowledge of God, he doth by and by 
; apple it as well to the Donne as to the Father,whereof it fols 
weth, that che Donne is God equall with the Father. 
+ In whom are, og, In which are,The prect n qa (Whith may 
Gt engliſhed in whome 87 elſe in which) either hath relation 
W | — 0 all that which is comp2ehended, touching the knowledge 


ol the mytkerie ; 02 elle to that only which went next beloze, that 


is. Chꝛiſt. Although there is ſmall differente betweene the-one 
and the other, yet the latter likerh me beterr, an as mage ale 
[owed and vſed. The ſence is than, that in Thyilte lie hen all 


3 the Treaſures of Miſedome and knowledge, whereby he dec la⸗ 
rech that we are perfectly wiſe,if we khow Chzilt truly: in ſo 


x muche that it is mavneſle, to wiſhe to — — 
bim. Fon ſeeing that the Father hathemade manifelt 

2 Wwholy in himthe meaneth to be wiſe without God, whithis not 
© contentwith/Chiiſtalone - Jf'itTike vou to expounde it ol the 
Pp ftlerie, the meaning (halbe(thar all the wiſedome ol the God · 
Il y ſhall be included in che Geipel, whereby God is reuealer vn⸗ 
to vs in his Sonne. And he laith that the treaſures are hidden, 
becauſe they appeare not out to be ſeene in great glittering and 


gillant ſhewe, but they lye us it were hidden rather vnder the 


pumilitie and-baſeneſl ofthe croſſe, and vnder ſimplirity which 
is contempeible. Foz the pꝛeaching of the crolſe (us we haue it 
to the Cozinthians) is alwayes fooliſhnelle vnto che woꝛld. Be⸗ 
tweene Wiſevome and Underſtanding in this plate J put no 
great difference,becauſe doubling of a thing —— 


5 to augment the matter, as if be ſhould haue ſayvechere-can bee 


| founde elſewheteuv tote of knowſlevge, inltrucridn,learningio} 


_ « W1% 207; 
Thief Cy teaſt any body. Becanletheveniſes tivenclons 
emen dterwarne we ali er)haue a How — of wils 
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that men mappen themſelues in ſo many vngodly-opinyons, in 
ſo many idolatries, in ſo many foliſh (peculations, but becauſe 
they deſpiſed the ſimplicicie of the Goſpell, and were bold to a. 
pire higher? Whatlverler errours than is in the papacte, they 3 
mapye thanke this vngratefulneſſe of it, that being not content 
with Chzilt alone, they gaue themſeluescoſtraunge doctrines, X 
Well therefoze doth the Apoſtle to the Oebzewes, while hee 
minded to exhoꝛt the fapthfull that they ſhould not ſuffer them ⸗ 
ſelues to be carried away with ſtraunge oꝛ new voctrines, vie 
this founpation firſte of all, Chꝛiſt yeſterday, and to dape, ans 
lo euer. with whiche wade hee ſignifieth that they are out af 
ger who-abide in Chziſt. and that they are laide open to all 
Eceites and ſubtelties, which thinke not Chꝛiſt ſufficient, S? 
Paule here willeth, that whoſoeyer he is that will not be decei⸗ 
ued, muſt be armed with that pꝛinciple, (namely) It is not law 7 
full fo2 a Chꝛiſtian man. to ſauour any thing but Chꝛiſt. Al? 
though whatſoeuer ſhall be haoughte alterwarde haue neuer ſoſ 
bewecifull-a colsure; pet nothing will bee done, it ſhal! 
wozke nothing. To bee bniefe there ſhall be no lihelyhoqne no- 
perſwading ſpeeche which Gall geunt but euen the bedth of a 
finger the heartes of them who haue addicted their mynves to 
Chziſte. A place truely to be commenved highly. fo2 as he hath 
pꝛeuented oz ſtopped all wicked opinyons and doctrines , ws 
bath taught men to know nothing beſide Chzilt; ſo the lame is 
the waye, whereby we may at this vaye destroy and hurle don 
the whole Papacie, as that which euidently appeareth compact. 
and made out of the ignozaunce of Chiſt. |; 
5 For although in body I am abſent, yet in ſpiriteam I with ® 
you.Left any man ſbould obiect, that warning oz admoniſbing 
were ſ kant ſeaſynable from a place ſo farre diſtaunt, hee ſapeth 1 
that his loue tomarde them cauſeth that bee is pꝛeſente with 
them in ſpirite, and iüdgeth, as it were of the pꝛeſente 
caſe, what is expedient”foz them. And by pzayſingthe e⸗ 
ſtate they pꝛeſentiye were in , her warneth them chat they 
Anne not no bende therefrom ] Reioyſing, ſayeth bee, and 
Ling that is to ſave, betauſe A dec. Fox the copulatine hab 
es of acauſall, mhiche in muche vled of cr 
n ene enn INTE 5 2 1 rg 
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upon the Epifile to the Colon: 


and Oreckes.: Ac is as much as if beth 

baut begon,fo2 A knom that bit herto pou Stig 
courſe,fo2 de viſleuncealthe piece ereth word 220 dould 

ſee you with the eyes ol my minde Sour ney tcdfal 
neſſe. Oe putteth two thinges, in which 1 
on of the Church, v, ozder — 2 — aun kayth in, 
Cbꝛiſt. Signifiing by ozder as well conſent med mas, 
ners,and the whole difcipline.He pailerhebeir 25 10 their 
conſtancie and ſtedfaſtneſſe, declaring that it is a vapne ſhadow 
of fayth, whereas the mind wauererh and daltereth betweene di⸗ 


uerſe opinions. 


s Astherfore ye haue taken on you ;Chrilt Ieſus the Lords, 
E: walke ye in him. red dnn 
7 Nooted in him, and builte, and confirmed in fa thi, 12s 
3 ye are taught, abounding in the ſame witht es- 
giuing. 


Adnet be ieyneth 8 ter- 
3; cherh that it mill nothing p)ofite them that: they haut once re: 
teaued Chiift,ercept they abide tontinuallyt in him. Further - 


2 moꝛe in that the falſe Apoſtles alleage the name ol Chaiſte, to 


2Þ deceane and beguile: he twiſe pꝛeuenteth this danger wk be 


biddeth them go foxwarde as they had bene Ong 


X hadreceauedCh1ift. .. Foz with thele es he; 


+ that ſo conſtancly muſt they Rick to the 


2 E el 

8 ſclues foz(admicting)any other doctrine @f 

chap. 30. 2 1. This is the way, walke in it. b 
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| Sr prog windes and ſtozmes: ſo if any bee 

red eepely and thozowly, as in a ſtrong rote, he can 
by no fac wa (es of Sachan bee hurled-vowne from a right 
ſtate. Contrarywiſe il any doe not groundfaſte his rootes in 

Chzift, hee will eaſily be caried about with euerye blaſt of voce * 
trine, no otherwile than a tree that is defenced with no rootes; | 
at the firſt blaſt is turned vp. The third metaphoꝛ is or building. 
fox an houſe which is not ſuppozted with a foundation, will 
quicklpe 3 The like happeneth to them who leane vpon Z 
other Chzift : 02 elſe who are not ſtronglye foundes 
in him, bur ue the houle of their kaith as it were doubcfuli 7 
and hanging by meanes of their weakeneſſe and lyghtneſſe, 28 
Tele two things are to be marked in the woꝛds ofthe Apoltell; # 
vic. that the firmenies ol them who reft vpon Chzift muſte be vn i} 


boca 


eee and theire courſe oz pzoceeding neverawhit doubt⸗ 
95 8 ngered vnto erro T is an excellent pꝛayſe l 
by — ngn Biene pio lo mute we pꝛofitt in 
15 vntill wee haut in him. MUbet 72x 
Rene — archer Ker rts ue ſdeepeny g 
8 and are deem es anythether „that hald not 
Y "And confrvie@ in ſain. Perepeateth the ſelfe ſame withs 2 
tf e s: namelp the go 
ore tox war be of the roote,aud ſboring 


80 vin wr ran be cht firmenes anvconftancy 
Ar tin hat they were well taught, thus reaſon 
to the enye that ſafely and ſurely they 

eim iat tayrd which they bad tried 4; 
nlp heut bat 
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© Tatebesde bab an throughPhiloloph 
ant vayne deceite, aſtet the tradition of m 5 
ter the elements ot the world, & not after arent 
9 Becauſe in him ere: all the falneſſe of n 
head bodily, .. 
10 Aud ye are fulfilled in him, whois cba hende of all,; 
' | principaliticandpowery< 7 ©; 1 
1 In whome ye are alſo circumciſed with Circamcili- 
dn nat made with hand by putting off the body 
of che ſinnes of che lach. 10 — L oy. 
| . of Chriſt: 
12 Beingboried ecenchier with him bys Get mazin 1 
whom alſo ye are riſen by che faith o W 5 
of God,who hath raiſed him from the dead 


2 Take heedeleſ any;Agayni it teacheth them againſt . 
; poplon the pꝛeſtxuatiue which he gaue chem aught to be taken. 
Fo althonghhatfJ meane a ſume ſayth be a common remes., 
vie a{aphtk all the deceites ol the veuill, as A baue ſaydꝛyet had 
tat that time vpeculiar vfe among the Coloſſiaus, vnto which 
k ought to be apylyed. Cake herde, ſaith he, leſt ayy robbe you. 
be vſeth a very fic tearm. fon he alludeth vnto theeues, who whs 
they cannot biolẽtly ſteale the whole flock, than vo they hy ſubs. 
3 eee Ginevlhe Cattel. So maketh be the church. 
23 Chailts ſherpefolde, and the hurdles oz cloſures hereot, the pure 
& doctrine of the Goſpell, Qs chan tharkre the hocpeofChyike, 
be veclarech foreſt in ſaferie,as long as wee holde — 5 
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he vnderſtandeth, hatſoeuer men do inueut of cheir 
{mack ol thete dene ſence: 
and that not withoute ſame fayze pꝛetente oz colbur of teaſon, 
that in ſhew it may ve pꝛopable. Foz there is not much adoe as 
bout reiecting the inuentions ok mea, when they haue no com · 
menvation oz letting out: but aboute them that det eiue the 
myndes with a veceicfalopiniowof wiſedome. Oz ifany had ta · 
ther haue it ſpoken at a wozd, Philoſophie is nothing elſe but a 
perſwading niuner of ſpeech; which inſinuaceth oz ouldzeth in 

it ſelfe by fayꝛe and plauſible reaſons into the mpndes of men. 
Such J graunt hal all the flie reaſons of Philoſophers bee, ii 
they put too ought of their owne to the pure mod ol God. there⸗ 
foze Philofophie ſhalbe nootherthing but acoprupting ofpure Þ 
poctrine,if it be mingled with Chꝛiſt. But let vs bere in mynde 
that Padlevuder thename of Philolophy,hath onlye condem. 


Don the Epiitle tothe ( oloſitans.” 
; why he lo calleth cbem, two reaſons are vſuallye bzought. ſome 


thinke it to ber a Petaphoz : lo that elemenets are tudimentes 
meete fo2 Childzen, which bꝛing not to perfection of voctrine, 
ſome take them in apzoper ſignificatid oʒ meaning fo} outwary 
thinges and ſuch as are ſubiect co coxruption, which ſerue no⸗ 
thing to the kingvome of God. the fozmer expoſition voth moze 
like me as alſo Galat. 4.3. 

9 Becauſe in him dwclleth, The reaſon why thoſe elements 
of the woꝛlde, whiche are the traditions ol men, agree not with 
Chzilt.foz they are advitions co ſupply defect oz want, as they 
ſay. But in Chutl is perfection, to which nothing can be added. 


Cbereſoze whatſotuer men mingle in of their own heades, it 


fighteth wich the nature of Chzilt becauſe it condemneth him of 
imperfect(d, and inſuſficiencte This atgumt᷑t alone is ynough 
to tonfute all the fained deuiſes of the papiſtes. Foz to what env 
beldg hey but to make vp e b2ing to perfection, þ which is be 
gon in Chꝛiſte but this repꝛoch agaynſt Chziſt is not to be bozn, 
Ebey ſape in deede that they adde nothing to Chꝛiſt: becauſe 

they (J meant on joe peete ol Chiiſtianitie which they 


baue tied ox patched to q Golpell. but they elcape not with that 


kynde of Cauill . Foz Paule ſpeaketh not of an imagined 


Adil bur ofa Chzitt pzeached,who hath reuealed himſelfe by 
2 certayne and ſure voctrtne. Furthermoze where he ſapth that, 


The fulneſſe of the Godhed dwelleth in Chriſte, he meaneth 


no other thing but that Gov wholp is founde in him: ſo that he, 


longeth after a thing that is better and moze excellent than 


God, who is not content with Chꝛiſt alone. The ſumme is that. 


God hath erhibiced himſelfe vnto vs in Chꝛiſt fully and holy. 


The incerp2eters doe ſundꝛzyt wapes expounde the Adnerbe, 


bodily. I doubt not but that it ts put vnpꝛoperlye, fo2 ſubſfan- 
tiallie.fo2 he ſetteth oppoſite this manifelkation which we haue 


in-Chaift,vnco all other manifeſfacions p; euer were, Foz S 


hathofcenerhtbicedhimſelfe vntomen, bat chat in part (one* 
lpe). but in Chzift he wholye communccateth himſelſe vnto vs. 
Dtherwhere allo he hath manifeſted but in figures, o 


* 
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o altogether baue p kruitiõ ol bim, who baue Chziftin pjofeſſis 
10 And ye are tulfilled in him. De advech that that 

eſſence of the Godhead which is in Chꝛiſt, in this reſpecte voth 

auayle vs, we ſhould be alſo perfect in bim 

Ciheras God wholy hath his abiding in Chzilt, therefoze it is 


Ethat he hath ſo ], þ we obtaining bim, may poſſeſſe in him a ful 


tas if he thold ſay; | 


arid ſure poſſeſſion, Therefoze they dae double iniurie'to God, 


who contẽt not themletues in Chailt alone. fo2 beſide þ that chep 


derogate from che gloꝛie ol God, by deſiring and ſeeking after 
ſomewhat aboue his perkection: they are allo vnthankefull, in 
that they ſecke elſe where d which alreavy they haue in Chziff, 2 
Vet Paule meaueth not, that Chilt his perfection is poured o- 
uer into vs. but that it is in him wherwith we may be fulfilley, 
ſo that nothing anp moze ſhalbe lacking vnto vs. Which is tlie 
head. he hath againc put in this pcece ſoʒ cauſeof che Angels, 


meaning that the Angels alſoſhalbe ours if me haue Chzif,but © 


hereot afterwarde. But in the meane while we mult: thinke on 
this, that we are vp and downe encloſed with grates, leff our 


had controuerſie with 5 falſe Apoſtles who mingled law wich 
the Goſpell, and by that meanes they made Chzilt as it were 


bauing two ſhapes oz faſhions. And he nameth one kynd fo tx⸗ 4 


ample ſake. He pꝛoueth the Poſaicall circumciſion not only ſits 
perfluous,but alſo quite rontrarie toChziff, becauſe it beitrops 
ech the ſpiricuall circumciſion of Chziff, Fo; to this ende was 
Circumciſion giuen vnto the fathers, it mighte be þ figure of 


. 


faith ſhoul ſtep but euen a little aſive from Chtit. 
11 In whome alſo ye are circumciſed Þereof appeareth b he Leh: 


a thing abſent.they-cherefoze that keepe ſtill ) figure now that 


Chꝛiſt is come, da denie þ to be fulfilled which voth figure. Lec 
bs remeber than þoutward circumciſion is here compared wich 
ſpirttuall(cirtumciſion ) no other wiſe than the figure with the 
truth. Afigure is of a thing abſent. it voth than put awaye che 
pꝛeſenee of che very thing it ſelfe , This is it than that Paule 
contendeth ſoꝛ , becauſe in Chiilt is fulfilled thatwhiche was 
ſhadowedin circumciſion made with hand:(anv)chat now there 
is of the ſame nepther pꝛolite noz vſe. Than he pzonounceth tc 
93 Cinift, which is made in the hart: and 
chertoze that the hutwarn circumciſion ts not now in any wiſe 


required: 
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- vpon the Epiftle tothe (blo ians, 


required: becauſe that whereas the thing it ſelfe is extent, that 
ſhadowing ligne vantppeth, as hauing no platt but whete'the- 


thing it ſelfe is away. By putting of the body, He talleth that 
maſſe oz lumpe, which is compact of all vices, a Body, by a line 
Petaphoz. Foz as we are cloſed about with our bodyes : ſo alſo 


— — — ſide with a ſtack oz heape of vices. 


And as the body is framed and compact of viuers members, all 
and ſingular which haue their pꝛoper actions and offices: fo' 
out of that heape of coꝛruption all ſinnes do poure dut as mem⸗ 
bers and partes ofthe whole. There is the like maner of ſper che 
N. 6. 13. Ot taketh fleſhe, after his manner foz nature coxup* 
ted. The body of the ſianes of thefleſh; than is the ode man 
with his woꝛkes. Onlp in che maner of ſpeaking” there is a di · 
uerſitie: becauſe pꝛopetly in this place he blaſeth out the maſſe 
ol vices, which ſpzing kr nature being coꝛrupted. This he faith 
we obtayne by Chʒiſt, that regeneration wholp is his beneſite. 
Pe it is chat circumciſeth h fozeſkin of our harte, that is, which 


2 moxtifieth all the concupiſcences ofthe fleſh,nsc with his hande, 


du be his ſpirice. Cherekoze m him is excante and manikelt the 


truth and very thing of the figure. 
12 Being buried with him by Baptiſme , Heeveclareth as 
ret moxe plainly the manner of ſpirituall circumciſion namely 


led that wee being buried with Chyiſte, are pertakers of his 
deach. Dee. yoeth by name ceache- that wee obtapne that by 
Bapcilme that it may the better appeare, chat thete ig no vſe 


= of Circumciſion vuver the kingdome of Chyiſte For ſome 


might elſe obiect, Mh putteſt thou away Cirtumeiſton onder 
this pꝛetence, becauſe 4he effecte thereof is in Chyiſteꝰ was 
not Abzaham circumciſed alſo ſpirituallye 2 and pet this let⸗ 
ted nat hut that he ſhoulp adde a ſigne to the thing 2'ontwarve 
Circumciſion! theeefoxe! is not ſupet fluous „ although the 
inwarde (C ircunmiſion) be geuen by Chzutt. Paule pꝛeuenteth 
fuche manner of obiection, by making mention ol Baptilme. 
Chꝛiſt, ſapth he, wozketh in vs ſptrituall Circumeiſton. that old 
ſign which was in foxce vnder oſes not comming in place, but 
Baptiſme. Baptiſme than is the ligne of the thiug erhibited and 
Ta ee dit which Circunicriian did figure while it was ab 
lente and awape. It is aw argument cken dr the gonernment 
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_— - „ G mmentaric of M.Fobn (Aluine | 


whey God hath ozvayned, foz they that hold fill circumciſion; | 

deuiſe a wap of diſpenſation and gou te cleane contrarye 
to that which God hath appointed. In that he ſaith, Me are bu * 
ried with Chꝛiſt, is moze than to be crucihed (with him), foz 
burying ſetteth out a perpetuall pꝛogreſſe oꝛ continuaunce of | 
moxtification. Whereas he teacheth this is done by Baptiſme, 
as allo he doth, Rom 6 4. he ſpeaketh as he is wont, attributing 
efficacie to the Sacrament,left in vayne it ſhoulde ſigniſie that 
which is not. By Baptiſme chan we are but ied with Chyif,bes 
cauſc Chꝛiſt doth therewithall effectually perfozme moztifica: 
tion which in Baptiſme he lignifieth : that the thing maye ben 
ioyned with the ligne. In whome ye haue alſo riſen, e ampli · 

ieth the grace which we obtaine in Chꝛiſt, which goech farrt 
befoze circumciſion , Wee are not onely grafced into the dea 
of Chzilt, ſayth he, but we riſe agayne allo in newneſſe of life. 
wherekoze the moze injurious are they againſt C hꝛiſt, which al - 
{ap to bzing vs agayne to Cirtumciſion. And he advech,By the 
aith, fo; verily by it we take hold of that which is offred vnts [77 
vs in Baptiſme.But what faptt ? (fozlooth)of his Efficacie oz , © 
wozking, whereby he meaneth that fayth hath here foundatin 
in the power of G O D . But becauſe Fayth rometh noz 
fraiech not about in a confuſed and (as they ſaye) an indefinite 
contemplation of the power of God: he ſetteth out what efficacie 
they ought to reſpect, namely that where with he hath raiſed vv © 

Chia from the dead, And he taketh it as graunted; becauſe it | 
is vnpolſible chat the faichfull ſhould be pulled away from there: 
þedde,that that power which hath ſhewen fozth it ſelf in Chꝛiſt, 
ſhouldin like maner be pzoued out vpon themall,, . . - : *? 


1; And ye When ye were dead by ſinnes, and in the vncir: 
cumciſion of the fleſh, hath hee together quicknd 
with him, by forgiuing you al yout᷑ ſinnes. 
14 And hauing put out the handy riting in decrees which 
was agaynſt vs, vhich was contrary to vs, and that 
bath e taken out of the way being faſtened to the 
CTrolie. [1 | ; 
15 Spoyling principalities and powers hath led the along 
open, criumphing ouer them in it. 
| 13 Ind 


vpon the Epiflleto the (oloſians. - 
13 And ye vhen ye were dedde , That whiche in generall 
wiſe he hath diſcourſe, he admoniſhed the Coloſſians, to cõſider 


= in themſelues : which is a very effcccuall maner of teaching. 


Farvermoze ſeing they were Gentils when they were conuer⸗ 
ted vnto Chꝛʒiſt, he therby warneth them how ſtrang a thing it 
were to ſaippe ouer from Chzilt to the ceremonies of Moles; 
Ye were, ſayth he, dead in vncircumciſion. This woꝛd may be 
taken ether in a pꝛoper ſignification oz elfe metaphoꝛically. if 
pou take it pꝛoperly, the (ence ſhall be, vncircumciſion is a 


4 { ſpmboll oꝛ badge of eſtrangement from God, fo2 where the co⸗ 
23 uenaunt of grace is not, there is vncleanneſſe, and thereof com⸗ 
2 methrhecurle and damnation. But God hath called you from 


vncircumciſion to himſelfe: and therfoze from death, So ſhould 


be make vncircumciſton not the cauſe of death: but a teſtimony 
aʒꝗnd witneſſe that they were ſtraungers from God . And wee 
nom chat men liue not any otherwiſe, than while they tleaue 
to their Gov, who alone is their life, Whereof it followeth that 


all the vngodlye, while they ſeeme in their owne conceits to be 


1 ver p ltuely and freſh, pet are they ſpiritually deade. By this 
meanes this place would agree with the ſeconde chapter to the 
Epheſtans verſe 11. where it is ſayd, Nou muſt remember that 


in time paſt when you were Gentils, and called vncircumt iſion 
ok that Circumciſton which is made with hande in the fleſh, at 
that time vou were without C hꝛiſt, ſeper ated from the gouern ; 
ment of Iſraell, and ſtraungers from the pꝛomiſes. But Meta; 


45 


Fe phoꝛically it ſhould be an alluſion to naturall vncircumciſion s 


but yet Baule ſhould ſpeake here of the ſtubboznnelle of mans 


burt agaynſt Gad, and of nature diffained with naughty affec 


tions 02 motions. J rather hold the foꝛmer erpoſition, becauſe it 
agreeth better with the texte. Fo2 Paule maketh mention that 


vucircumciſion was no let but that they ſhould be partakers of - 
the lyfe of Chzilt;hereofiefolloweth,chat Circumciſion ve» | 


rogateth 02 taketh from the grace of God, that which alreadye 
they had obtayned. In that he aſcribeth veath vnto vncitrumti⸗ 
ſion, he doth it not as vnts the cauſe, hut as to p badge oꝛ 

theres ]. as he doth in that other place to the Epeſians, which 
J baue alleages. And it is onen vſin in ihe criptute, by n 


uation of the ligne, to note the pziuation of p thing, as Ge. 3.22. 


ea, E 
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Leaſt happilye Avam eate of the fruite ok life, and line, Fo2the 
tree did not giue life: but alter it was taken awaye it was the 
ſign 02 badge of death. Paul in this place hath bzeefcly ſer ſoꝛth 
both. he ſayth they were dead thꝛough ſinnes. this is » cauſe:foz 
ſinnes do ſeparate vs frõ God. He putteth too, in the vncircum. 


ciſion of the fleſh. This was tht outwarde vncleanneſſe, a tes 


ſtimonie of ſpirituall death. By forgiuing you, God in deede 
doth not quicken vs by onely foꝛgiueneſſe of finnes ; but in this 
place he voth peculiarly make mention thereof ; becauſe free res 
conciliation with God, whiche ouerthzoweth rigbteouſneſſe of 
wozkes,voth ſpecially belong top pꝛeſent cauſe, wherein he diſ⸗ 
courſeth about abꝛogating e doing a wap ol ceremonies as moze 
largely he hath treated in the Epiſtle to the Galathians . Fox 
the falſe Apoſtles in eſtabliſhing ceremonies, did binde the cons 
ſciences with a ſnare, from which Chyift hath looſed them. 

14 Hauing put out the handzriting, Now doth he hande to 


' hanve cope with the falſe Apoſtles, Foz this was thefate of the 


we dle to 
ſubſcribe 
our name 
oz marke 
with cur 
hand wher⸗ 
qp we rati⸗ 
fp the bond 
. 03 Wzitug, 
and rhat 

her e is ter⸗ 
med Hand⸗ 
wziting. 


taſe, Ahether the keeping of ceremonies were neceſſarpe vn⸗ 
der the kingdome of Chziff,But Paule contendeth ; that cere⸗ 
monies were aboliſhed. and that he may pꝛoue it, het compareth 
them to a handwziting, whereby God holdeth vs as it were 
bounde, ſo that we cannot denye our guiltineſſe oz debt. Nowe 
be ſayth we haue ſo bene deliuered from guiltineſſe, that the 
hand wꝛiting allo hath bene put out, that it ſhoulde not be ertant 


in memoꝛie. Fo2 we know that in all thinges while the hands 


wziting remaineth the bond oz Obligation is ok fe2ce;but afcte 
the handwziting is raſed, oꝛ tone inpeeces; the debter is free 
and acquited. M hereof it followeth that all they doe diminiſhe 
the benefite of Chꝛiſt, which as yet vꝛge teremenies: as though 
we were not by him acuuited and ſet free.fs2 they reitoze to the 
handw2icing the force which it had, that they maye till keepe 
vs envaungered. This therefoze is a true reaſon in diuinitie, to 
proue the aboliſhing ofceremonies-: becauſe if Chziſt hath fully 
andpcrfectly redeemed vs from guiltineſſe and out of vaunger, 
be ought alſo to take away the memoziall of the Obligation, 
wherebythe conſciencea may be at peace, and quiet in the ſighe 
of God, {o24hele (wo art annexed and tied together. Whereas 
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the interpꝛeters doe expounde this place diuerfly, there is none 


ſimplpe ot the mozall Lawe: but vncruely.foz Paule is accuſtos 
med to call chat poꝛtion (of the lawe) which is placed in ceremo⸗ 
nies,vecrees : as in the Epiſtle to the Epheſtans, and a little 
alter. Spectallye the place tothe Epheſians chap. 2. ver. 15. 
manifeſtlpe pꝛoueth, that Paule in this place ſpeaketh 
of Ceremonies . And therefoze better doe they whiche 
relkrapne it to Ceremonyes ; but in this poynte they 
alſo are decepued , that they adde not a reaſon why it 
is called a hand-whtting , oz rather they alleage oz aſſigne 
a tauſe that is contrary to the true cauſe indeede: neither pet 
doe they aptelye applye this ſimilitude to the Texte. But the 
(true) realon ia, that all the ceremonies of Poſes hadde with 
them ſome confeſſion of guiltineſſe, which bounde the followers 
ofthem as it were with a moze ſtraight bande befoze the indges 
ment of GD O. As fo) example, What other thinges were 
the waſhinges, but a teſtimonte of filth and vncleanneſſe : Ag 
ofte as any ſacrifice was offred vp, did not the people that ſt oode 
by, beholoe in the ſame an image oz repꝛeſentation of their own 
death: Foz when men didde place in their ſteede a harmeleſle 
beaſt, they confeſſed that they themſelues deſcrued that death, 
Co be bzeefe.,looke how many? rites oʒ ceremonies there were, 
ſo many ſhewes of mens guiltineſſe, and hand wzitinges of obli⸗ 


gat ion were there. If any object and ſap, that they were ſacra* 


mentes of the grace of God: as at this dae Baptiſme and the 
Euc hariſt are vnto vs : the aunſwere is eaſic , foʒ two thinges 
are to be conſidered in the old ceremonies : that whiche was as 
grecable vnto the tyme, and than that which lead men vnto the 
kingdome of Chyilt  Tlhatſoeuer was than done, did ſhewe 


foꝛth nothing elſe but an obligation oz binding. Grace was afs: 


ter a ſoꝛte ſuſpended and deferred, till the comming of Chzift, 
not that the fathers. were excluded from the ſame , but they 
had no pꝛeſent ſhewe thereof in their ceremonies. Foz they 
did ſec nothing beſide the blood of beaſts in ſacrifices; and in 
their waſhings they did ſee nothing but water. Therefoze 
as concerning the pꝛeſent vewe oz ewe , guiltineſſe remay⸗ 
ned: nay? rather the ceremonies themſelucs didde eu | 


of them doch ſatiſfie me. Some doe thinke chat Paule ſpeaketh 
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- piſcharge might be the moe certayne , het hath abzogated and 


and ſigne guilcineſſe, After this maner alſo ſpeaketh the Apo⸗ 
ſtein all the Epillle to the Pebzucs : becaule he ſetteth Chailte 

directly oppoſite and agaynſte the ceremonies. But howe is it 
now? The Sonne of God by his death hach not only deliuered 
vs from condemnation of death, but to the end our acquiting any 


done away thoſe ceremonies, that there ſhould appeare no re» | 
membzaunceo2 monument of Obligation oz building. This is 
ful and perfect libertie, that C hꝛiſt by his blood hath wiped out 
not onely our ſinnes, but euery hand waiting that might teſtiſie 
that we were guiltic and endaungered vnto God. Eralmus in 
bis tranſlation hath diſo2vzed and confounded the text ſet down 
by Paule, while he thus placeth it, (hich was contrary to vs 
by decrees, Therefoze holde faſt, as it is true and naturall, this 
reading which J haue ſet down. He hath taken out of the way, 
Having faſtned it to his Croſſe, Ve ſheweth the way whereby 
Chꝛiſt hath raſed the handwziting. fo2 as he faftned to his croſſe 
our curſe and malediction, our ſinnes,and paynes alſo due to vs: 
ſo hath he done in like maner that bondage ofthe Law, & what 
ſoeuer belongeth to the bynding of our conſciences. Foz being 
faſtned to the croſſe he toke all thinges vpon him: and therfoze 
be bound them, chat they might haue no moze right and power 
ouer vs. 

15 Spoyling principallities , Mithout doubt he meaneth the 
Deutls,vnco whom the Scripture ſigneth theſe partes, in that 
they accuſe vs befoze the pꝛeſence of God. But Paule ſayth they 
are vnarmed, ſo that they can bzing fozth nothing againſte vs, 
the witneſle and teſtee of our guiltineſſe being done away. Any 
he addeth this by name, wherby he may declare that the victoꝛy 
which he hath gotten fox himſelfe and vs ouer Sathan,is defozs 
med and blotted of the falſe apoftles ; and that we are bereft of 
the cemmoditie thereof, whenſoeuer they (goe about to) reſfoze - 
the old ceremonies, Fox il our libertie be the ſpoile, that Chziſt 
bath taken away from the Deuil, what doe other who wil bꝛing 
vs backe into bondag ,' but reftoze vnto Dathan the ſpdiles, 
whereofhe was cleane ſtripped? Triumphing ouer them in it. 
The greike ſpecch will abide that we mape teade In himſelfe. 
naye rather the greater number of bookes haue i dr with 


* 
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an aſpiration; but the circumlkaunce of the place doth altogea⸗ 
ther require, that we reade it otherwiſe, fo2 that which ſhoulde 
but coldly be ſpoken of Chzift, is aptly and frcelye referred to 
the croſle, Foz as befoʒe he compared the croſſe to a noble Pas 
nument of victoꝛpe, oz to the pompe of a triumphe , in whiche 
Chziſt lead about his enemies: fo alſo now doth he make it like 
to a triumphant chariot, in whiche hee hath bene ſeene ouer all 
the company. Foz although in the croſſe there was nothing but 

a curſe: yet it was ſo ſwallowed vp thzough the power ok the 
ſonne of GD D; that after a ſozte it putte on a newe qualitie 
and nature. Foz no iudgement ſeate was ſo honourable, no 
pꝛincely thꝛone ſo ſtately, no pompe of triumphe ſo notable, no 
chariot ſo loſtie, as that gallowtree on which Chziſt hath ſubs 
dued death, and the deuill the pꝛince ol death, and therefoze hath 
vtterly ttodden them vnder his keete. 


16 Therefore let no man iudge you either in meate, or 
in drinke, or in a peece of a holydaye, or of the 
d newmcone, or of the ſabbothes. 

17 * Which are a ſhadow of thingzs to come, but the bo- 
dy is of Chriſt, 

18 Let no man take from youthe victorie, meaning to 
doe it in lov lineſſe and in the ſeruice of Angels, 
thruſting himſelfe into thoſe thinges whiche hee 
hath not ſeene, in vayne being pufte yp by the 
mynde ot his fleſh. 

19 And not holding the head, w hereof the whole body 
being ſerued or ayded & knit together by ioints 
and knittings, groweth with the encreaſe of god. 


16 Thereforc let no man. That which afoze he ſpake of Cir⸗ 
cumcifion, hee nowe extendeth to the difference of meates and 
dayes;Fo1 Circumciſion was the firlf oꝛder oz degree towarde 
the obſeruing ofthe lawe: and then other thinges followed, To 
iudge, in this place ſignificth to make one guilty of a fault,o2 to 

apt on religion, ſo that we may not any longer be free. Me dents 
—— ve in the power of men, to make vs ſubiecte to the 
obſerue tion of rites aud ceremonies which Chailte by his 2 
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bath taken away, and hath plucked our necks from the poke of 
them, that we ſhould not ſuffer our ſelues robe enwzapped with 
the lawes which they make. And he doch couertly ſet Chilt ops 
police and agapnlt all men, leſt any ſhould ſo boldly and ralhlye 
ertoll himſelfe,that he would aſſapc to take awap2 that whiche 
was giuen by him, In a peece ofa holiday. Dome take To tgos 
fo2 participation oz partaking , Chꝛpioſtome ſuppolſeth that 
therckoze he ſapde a Pecce, becauſe they kept not all the feſfiual 
dayes 0} holydayes: neither pet did they exactly keepe holydap 
accozving to the pꝛeſcription t appoputment of the law: which 
(pꝛeſcription) was put out. Conſider whether it may not be tas 
ken foz ſegtegating oz parting.foꝝ they that make difference of 
dayes, doe as it were deuide one day from an other. Such parti⸗ 
tion became the Jewes, that they ſhoulv keepe holye the dayes 
commaunded by parting them from other. Among Chziſtians 
ſuch dcutdinges are ended. But ſome man will ſap, We doe as 
pet retapue ſome obſeruation ol dapes. aunſwere, Mee keepe 
not dayes, as though there were any religion in helydays, oz as 


though it were not lawfull then to labour: but to haue regarde 


calleth back ceremonies tobe vſed agayne. Therefoje if anye 
man in the wozld ſhall vſurpe vnto himſelfe the office ofa iudge 
in this behaife.let vs not obay him: ſcing that Chit the laws 
full iudge hath acquited vs and ſer vs free, Foz where he ſayth 
Let no man iudge you, hee ſprakethnot to the falſe Apoſtles x 
burt hee fozbiddeth the Coloſſians that they put their neckes vn⸗ 
der an vniuſt yoke. In deede of it ſclfe co avſtapne from ſwpnes 
fleſhe, hurtethnothing at all: but the bynding to doe it is pers 
nicious and hurt ful, becauſe it maketh vopd the grace of Chʒiſt. 
Ik any man will demaunde, Mhat ſhall we thinke then of oure 
Sacramentes ? J aunſwere that thep differ farre from the ce⸗ 
remonies. Foz as Paynters doe not paynte foꝛth at the firſte 
dzaught the Image with lively colours oz picture like , but 
firſt doe dzawe vnwzoughte and diffuſde lynes out with a cole ; 
ſo vnder the lawe the repzeſentation 0z manifeſting of Chziſte, 
was vnpoliched and as it were of the firſt hand: but in our Sas 
cramenceshe is behelve as ſet fozth linelye . Although Paule 
did fetche the matter further ol: foz he ſetteth oppoſite the bare 

ſight of the ſhadow agaynſt the firmeneſle of the bodye: and 

admoniſheth that it is the token of a doting oz franticke perſon, 

to take holde of vayne ſhadowes when hee may with his hands 

handle the firme and ſolive bovpe . Furthermoze our Sacras 

mentes doe ſo figure Chʒiſt beeing abſente as touching ſighte 

and diſtaunce of place, that they teſtifie that he was once exhibi⸗ 

ted and ſhewed, and nowe alſo doe offer him to bee entoyed, 

They are not therefoze bare ſhadowes : but rather bavges 

and tokens of the pꝛeſence of Chziſt, fo thep contapne that Yea 

2 Amen ol all the pꝛomiſes of God, whiche is manileſted in 

CThꝛiſt. 

I 1 Leſt any take from you.) He alludeth to rumoꝛs of wzelks 
lers. vnto whome the victozye is on this condition appoynted, i 
they faynte not in the middeſt of their courſe , 02 after they 
baue begon to wieffle . Hee putteth chem in mynde than that 
the falſe Apoſtles goe aboute nothing elſe but to take from 
them the victozye : becauſe they leade them awaye from the 
rightneſſe of their courſe . whereof it followerh that thep 
are to be ſhunned no otherwiſe than © Rl * 
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And the place is dilligently to be marked: that all they wha 


leade vs away fcom the ſimplicitie of Chziſt, do craftily bereaue 


vs of the rewarde of ſupernall calling, Meaning in humilitie. 
Something mut be vnderſtoode, and thereloze in the Texte A 
haue put in To doe it, Fo) he ſheweth a kynde ok daunger, that 
they ought to take heeve ol, as if he ſhauld ſaye, They mean to 
deceaue por of the victoꝛy, whatſocuer they are that vnder the 
colour of humilitie and lowlineſſe , commende vnto pou the 
ſcruice of Angels. Foz this theypurpoſe , that you leauing the 
enely marke ſhould wander cleane out of the wap. J reade low- 


lineſſe and the ſeruice of Angels,topning them together, fo 


the later of theſe followeth the foꝛmer. As at this daye the Pa⸗ 
piſtes, while they deuiſe like Philoſophers about wozſhipping 
of Sayntes, doe pꝛetende the ſame. Fo they gather their rea⸗ 
ſon from the debaſtag oz humbling of man, therefoze wee muſt 
(ſape they) ſeeke Mediatours, that may helpe vs. But therfoze 
hath Chꝛiſt humbled and debaſed himſelfe, that wee maye goe 
ſtraight vnto him, although we be miſerable and wzetched ſins 
ners. I knowe that ſeruice of Angels, is otherwiſe erpoundey 
of many: namely fo ſuch ſeruice as is deliuered vnto men by 
Angels. foz the Deuill vnder this tytle doth alwayes ſette out 


bis fuggelinges and veteites. The Pope at this daye boaffeth 
Allthe trifles, wherewith he counterkeyteth the pure ſeruice of 


God, to be reuelattons, Euen likewiſe in olde tyme didde the 
Cleargie auouche to bee by hande giuen them of the Aungels, 
whatſoeuer ſuperſtitions they like lying Marchantes tolde of 
oꝛ taught. And ſo they thinke that in this place are repꝛehended 
all fapned and fozged ſeruices oz wozſhippinges , whiche are 


tlallly commended and ſette fozth vnder the Authozitie of Aun⸗ 


gels. but in my iudgement he doth rather repzehende the deuiſe 
02 lyeof ſeruing the Angels, Fox which reſpecte ſo diligentlye 
did be enfozce himſelfe to this euen by and by after the begins 


ning of the Epiſtle, that he bꝛought the Angels under ſubiecti⸗ 


on, that they might not darken the bꝛigbtnelle of Chꝛilt. To be 
wort as be in the firſt Chapter made his way to take away tere 
monies: fo did he in like maner to take away al impedimẽ ts and 
leis which plurke vs awaye from Chzilt alone, among which 
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which is the ſeruice of Angels. Superſtitidus perſons haue frb 
the beginning wozſhtpped and ſerued Angels, that by their help 
they migbt haue acceſle vnto God. The Platonicall Philoſo⸗ 
phers haue infected the Chꝛiſtyan Church alſo with this erroz. 
Fo? howſoeucr Auguſtine ſharpely inueieth agaynſte them in 
bis tenth booke of the Citie of God, and doth greatly condemne 
whatſoeuer they reaſon and diſpute concearning the ſerning of 
ol Angels: Yet weſee what hath come co paſſe , If any man 
conferre the wzitinges of Platd with the Popiſh diuinitie, bee 
ſhall finde that they haue dꝛawne from Plato altogether thoſe 
thinges which they pꝛattle concearning the ſeruice of Angels. 
This is the ſumme, Angels mult be honoured, ſuche as Plato 
calleth Demones, xe Tic woo hiamrogrins. that is, Be; 
cauſe of their happy oꝛ lucky interceſſion. This ſentence he puts 
teth downe in Epinomide: and confirmeth it in Cratylus, and 
many other places. And what doe the Papiſtes differ at all from 
the lame ? But they denpe not (ſap pon)the Sonne of God to be 
a Penviatoz. Mo mote doe they with whom Paule contendech. 
but while they did faprie that by the helpe and ayde of Angels, 
they came to God, and that therefoze ſome ſeruice muſt be done 
to them: in ſo doing they did place the Aungels in the ſeate of 


Chꝛiſt, and decke and ſette them out with the office of Chzilte, ,. 


Let vs than know that Paule in this place doeth condemne all 
ſoꝛged and veuiſed ſetuice and wozſhippinges, which are giuen 
epther to the Angels oꝛ to the dead. as though after Chꝛiſte, oz 
with Chꝛiſt, they ſhould be helping mediatours . Fox cuen (> 
much doe we depart and withdzaw our ſelues from Chꝛiſte, as 
me do ſet otter the leſt poztion of that which is pzoper and belon» 
ging to him to any other, whether the ſame be Aungels oz elſe 
men. Ihruſting in himſelſe into theſe thinges which he hath 
not ſeene. TheUerte e πτ το⏑,sôʒ the participle wherofPaule 
bſeth in chis luce, hath ſundyye ſignifications'0x meaninges; 
Abereas Gralwnus following Jerome hathtranflated tt, Go- 
ing lo uly ox pꝛdudly, it would not amis agree (with the tert 


if in any aa authout there were an example of this lignifi- 
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anſe whiche Paule hath in hande, there is apparaunt a nota- 
ble doctrine . fo2 when the Soꝛbonicall Diuines doe trifle go 
bout the interceſſion oz meditation of Saynts oz Angels, they 
doe as it were oute of an Ozacle pzonounce that thoſe that are 
' deade knowe and ſee our netiſſitits, becauſe they ſee all things 
[as they ſape]by meanes of a light that reſpecteth oꝛ ſhyneth 
back from God vpon them. And yet what is leſſe tertapne:naye 
rather what is moze obſcure doubtfull and intricate ? But ſuch 
fozſooth is their maſterlike licentiouſneſle , that boldlye and 
without feare they auouche that which not onelye they theme 
ſelues knowe nat, but that whiche cannot bee knowne of men, 
The meaning than would well agree, if that ſignification of 
the woꝛde were any thing vſed: but implye with the Greekes 
it is taken fox Jncedere. i.to got 02 tu goe on. it ſometyme ſigni⸗ 
ficth allo to enquire oꝛ ſeeke after. I it like you ſo to take it in 
this plate, Paule then repꝛoueth foolilh curiolitie, in ſearching: 
afcer obſcure and darke matters, and ſuche thinges as are 
hidden and farre aboue our vnderſtanding. But in my conceyte 
T baue attayned the mynde and meaning of Paule, and haue 
truely and faythfully tranflatev it, after this maner, Ihruſting 
himſelfe into thoſe thinges which he hath not ſcene, Fo; the 
common ſignification of the Uerbe wwEoxTevely ts, to enter ſo⸗ 
Lemulyc iuto an inhericaunce,oz to vſurpe poſſeſſion ,. oz to ſette 
in foote to a place. Therefozg Bndeus hath thus tranſlaced this 
place,ſetting in foote,o2cntring ou the poſſeſſi of thoſe things 
which hee hath not ſeene: whoſe authoꝛitie J haue followed; 
but I haue choſen out a moze pꝛoper and fit wozde. Foz in very 
deede ſuch lellowes bꝛeake thzough aud thꝛuſt themſelues into 
ſerretes an hidden thinges,whereof God as pet will haue na 
reuelation 0) knomledge to come vnto vs. A piace to be marken 
to repoue the raſpnelle oi ſuch as enquire and ſearch after moꝛte 
thaa they ongbt. in vayne puffed vp by the mind of the fleſb; 
Ve rallech tze mynpe ofthe flehe the thoꝛuw ſight of mans wit; 
bow great ſoentrit be, Foz he (etteth it oppyſice vnto ſpiritual! 
wiledome which in reuealed vnta vs from deauen r:arrowing to 
that ſaying, Flecbe enn blood hath ut venealen that eto tbec: 
Path. chapt. 16 rr. 15. MNhoſoeuer he is therefo2e that lea” 
erh to his owa reaſon, becauſe the 6 
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wholpe,and thzoughly flonriſþ in him, Paule ſheweth that hee 
is puffed vp in vayne. And ſurelp it is but puffing and wynde, 
whatſoeuer wit it be that men haue of themſelues. nothing than 
is firme but in the wozde of GD D, and by the illumination of 
the Spirite. And note, that they are called pufte vp, who thzuſt 
in themſelucs into fauour vnder the ſhewe of humilitie. Fo? it 
kalleth out(as Auguſtine doth elegantly wzice to Paulinus) by 
wonderous meanes in the ſoule of man, that it is moze puffed 
vp and ſwelleth fo2 falſe and diſſembled humilitie, than if open⸗ 
ly 02 manifeftly it were pꝛoude. | 

19 Not holding the head.) In ane wozdhe condemueth whats 
{ener is not referred to Chzilt, And her confirmcch his opinyon 
fo2 that all thinges flowe and depende ther col. Therefoze if any 
call vs any whether elſe than vnto Chziſt, although otherwiſe 
he were great with heaven and earth, pet is he a vapn and light 
perſon ; and therefoze lette vs bee bolde to bidde him farewell, 
But marke of whome he ſpeaketh,namelye of thoſe who didde 
not openipe refuſe and denye Chiſt, but ſuche as not well vn⸗ 
der ſtanding bis office and power, ſoughte out other helpes of 
ſaluation and meanes, (as commonly thep call them) and were 
not ſirmely rooted in him. Whereol the whole body. This hee 
ſimply meane th, that the Church abideth and ſtandeth no other⸗ 
wiſe, than while all thinges are miniſtred vnto it by C hziſt the 
hedde ; and there foꝛe that all the ſafetie thereof is contayned in 
him. The body in deeve hath his ſinewes, his beames, & ioynts, 
02 knittings: but pet al theſe haue no ſtrength oz fozce but from 
the hend, lo chat the whole knitting and binding of them toge⸗ 
ther commeth of it. Nhat is than to bee done? ¶ ſoꝛſooth ] che 
tonſtitut ion 02 whole ozder ofthe body ſhall be right, il the head 
alone, mhieh miniſtreth vnto all and ſingular members all that 
they haue may without any lette haue the higheſt place. Paule 
nameth tbat the Encreaſe of God. whereby he declareth, that 
not euery inereaſe is allowed ol God, but that which is directen 
vnto the hende, Fox wee ſee that the kingvome of the Pope 
is not; alone; tall ann bigge , but chat it ſwellerh wich 
a moyſterous greateneſſe. But lecing it is not thereto bee 
ſeene rþae Yaule in this place requireth in che Church: what 
wall we-ſap of it, but that it is e rookebackect 


vpon the Epiflle to the Coloſeians. - 5s 


3s eA(ommentaricof M. lobn Caluine 
| | - bdy,andaviſozdzevand il framevheape op pile,which will fall 


vowne vpon it lelfe ? | 


20 If therefore ye be dead with Chriſte, from the Ele- 
' mentes of this Wolde: why are decrees preſcri- 
bed vnto you, as though ye liued in the world, 

21 Eate not, taſte not, handle not: ; 

22 Which all are into corruption by the abuſe it ſelfe, 
after the preceptes and doctrine: of men. 

23 Which in deede haue a ſnewe of wiſedome in ſuper- 
ſtition, and in lowlineſſc of the minde, and in not 
regarding of the body: not in any honour to the 
fulfilling of the flcſh, 


20 If ye be dead. He ſayed afoze that the decrees o 02dinane 

tes were faftned to the Croſſe of Chziff ; now he vleth another 

, - fiureoz faſhion of ſpeaking,viz.that we are veadco them, as 
Galathins cap. 2. 19. he teacheth that we are dend to the Lawe 

and the law in like maner is dead to vs. The wow Dead ſgut⸗ 
ſteth abzogating oz doing away ; but when he layth Dead it is 
moze littelp and effectually ſpoken. He ſayth than that the Co⸗ 
loſſians haue nothing to doe with decrees. Why ſo d foz that 
: they are dead with Chꝛiſt vnto decrees,that is co ſay, after they 
are dead with Chꝛiſt by regeneration , by his benefice they are 

deliueredfrom decrees: (o that che ſame belong not any moze at 

all vnto them. Pereot he concludeth, that they are not bounde 
5 decrees, whiche the falſe Apoſtles aſſayed to laye vppon 
em. | | \ 554 
21 Eate not, taſte not.) Untill this tyme they haue tranlla⸗ 
ted it, touche not. but whereas by and by followeth another 
woꝛd that ſigniſieth the ſame thing: there is none but he ſerth, 
how colde and ſtraunge a repetition it would be. Furthermoze 
che verbe der reh among other thinges ſignitteth with the 
Oreekes eſſt we to pickle 02 rate, as I haue tranſlated it. Plus 
rarche in the che life of Ceſar vſethit,when he ſhewechrhar his 
pers in extreme ſcartitie of all things,vid tate ſuchthings 
meete to be raten. And this oꝛder onti isa 


is were not b 


* 4 . o 2 # 1 1 4 * 
b - ** , Y 6 . * 
4 9 3 _ — => "7 — E73 443 ot, .c 1 — — — = 6 92 : 
© f i * 6 = 7 


— — — ue * 


- 
P 1 « 
8 
* . : ME. * 
- — PSY © 5 - 


vpon the Ep1FUe tothe (olofians.  - 
Paule doth in vſing and immicating their own worden, paynte 
fozth,how farre their waywardnefle is accuſtomed to pꝛoceede, 
who by their lawes do intangle the conſciences, Euen from the 
beginning they are moze rough than needes . Therefoze they 
begin with fozbidding not onelp to eate, but alſo tu eate lightly 
02 alittle After they haue got that which they woulde, than 
goe they beyonde that commaundemente: ſo that afterwarve 
they pꝛonounce it to bee a great euill to taſte that whiche they 
will not haue eaten. Ac leaſt foz a manne but to touche it, they 
make it a Purgatozie matter, to deſtrue the papnes of Purga⸗ 
tozie , To bee bziefe, there is no ende when menne haue 
taken vpon them like tyꝛants ouer other mens ſoules, but there 
are euer dap newe lawes put to the ulde, and many times there 
ſtart vp newe decrees . That a playne and euident view may a 
man haue hereof in the Papacie. Therfoze excellently well doth 
Paule who warneth that mens traditious are a Labyzinttz o 
male , whereby the conſciences ate moze and moze enwzapped; 
uap rather ſnares , which voe ſa bind in the beginning Thar | in 
pꝛoceſſe oftime they will at length ſtrangle. 
22 Which all are into corruption. Witha double argument 
be confuteth the decrees wherof he ſpake: firlt lo that they put 
religion in outwarve and frayle thinges which belong nothing 
to the ſpirituall kingdome of God: ſecondly becauſe they are 
of men, and not of God. He contendeth with the ſtrit argumente 
allo. Ro. 14. 17. The kingdome of God is not in meate a dzinke. 
Alſo 1. Coz. 6. 1 3. Peate fo2 the belly, and the belly fo meates, 
God will deſtroy both ol them. And Chꝛiſt in himſelle [ſayth), 
Mhatſoeuer entreth into the mouth, deſtleth not a man. Math. 
15. II. becauſe it goeth downe into the belly. — — 
The ſumme is, that che ſeruice of G O D, true gonlyneſſe an 
the holyneſſe of Chaiftians conſiſterhnot in meate, dzink, and 
apparaile: which are things that paſſe awaye,are vader cozytip- 
tion, and perith by abuſe, Foʒ abuſe is ſaide{s} om 
of ſuch things as vſe cozruptethoz mureth. Therifsjo nan 
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tion followeth, namely that they came from men, and haue not 
God their aut hour oz beginner. with which flaſh of lightning 
he hurleth down and conſumeth all the traditions of men. Any 
why ? This is Paules maner of reaſoning, They doe iniurie to 
Chziſt, and make vopde his death, that bzing agayne the conſcis 
ences into bondage. Foz whatſoeuer is of mans inventing, byn⸗ 
deth not the conſcience, l e 

23 Which in deede haue a ſnew. ) It it a peuention, in which 

while he voth peelde to his aduerſaries that which they mighte 
alleage, he doch withall account it cuery whit as nothing. Foz 
it is almuch as if he ſhould ſap, that he wayeth it not that they 

haue a ſhew of wiſedome, But ſhew is oppoſite 02 contrarye to 
truth. fo2 it is an aunce, (as tommonlpe they ſpeake it) 

which beguileth becanſe of like lyhoode. And marke of what co⸗ 
loures this ſhewe conſiſteth after the mynde of Paule. He na⸗ 
meth thꝛee, a choyſe in ſeruing oꝛ wozſhipping , lowlineſſe oz 

humilicie,andaneglecting of the body. Superſkicton with the 

Oreekes is callez Geo: which wozd Paule vſethhere 
in this place, But he havreſpect tothe etemologicanvnaturall 
Fignification of the wo. Foz Ethelothreſcia wod ſoʒ wozy is 
voluntatius cultus, a voluntarie ſeruice, which menne of their 

owe choyſe 02 determining doe appoynt # chooſe to themſelues 

without the commaundement of & O D. Mens traditions doe 

therefoze like vs, becauſe they are agreeable to viſpoſicion : fox 

every man inhisowne bzayne will deuiſe and inuente fozmes 

and figures of them. this is the firſt colour, The ſeconde is lows 

lineſle,becauſe obedicnce both to God and man is pꝛetended: 

ſo chat menne maye not refuſe. , no not vniuſt and wzongs 

full burchen, And fox the moſt part this is in theſe maner of cras 

pitions,y they ſeeme to be maruaplous good excerciſes of lows 


lineſſe. They ore wel liked alſo in the third colour, becauſe they 


ſeeme to auaple very much toward themoztifiing of the fleſhe, 
while there is no regarde had ol the body. But Paule biddeth 
88 theſe ſhewes and coloures.foz tuen that whiche is 

befozemen;is oftentimes abhowinationbefoze God moꝛe⸗ 


vner p is adiſpbeviencobedience , amn petuerſe and ſactfle* 


Waben nb rer þouchopepu 
Br 2) hee eie Feen 


XK, 
435 k , 1 


—— 


Von the Evittle tothe (olſeians. | 


God vnto men. ann the neglerting ol che bodyr is not ſomurhe 
woꝛth that that it ought to be let out as a ſexuice of God ; But 
ſome man wil maruet why Paule toke no moꝛe papnes in pluc 
king off theſe viſars. J aunſwere, Firſte that he contented him 
.ſelfe with the. onelye wozde Shewe , and it was 'inoughe. 
Foz thole pꝛinciples whiche hee had taken from-thecomrary 
patte , are tnuiſible; {namelye] that the bodye is in Chiilt. 
and that thrrefo28 they did nothing elſe but mor ke lillye pooze 
men, in that they did fer beſoze them ſhadowes Pozeouer 
that the ſpiricuall Kingdome of Chyiſte is not occupyed a* 
boute-fraple and cozruptible elementes , Thirdlye that by 
the death of Chzit:ſuche. obferuarions are deade, that they 
ſhoulde nat a whit belong to vs, Fontchlye;/thatG © D is 
our. oncly Lawgiuer. Wharſoener mape'bee bzoughte'on the 
contrarye (ive, although it haue ſome kapꝛe ſhewe oz bzight- 
neſſe, pet is it a baniching and krayle ſhewe. Secondlye 
he accounted it inough to moniſhe the Coloſſians that they 
were not deceautd with the ſhewe ol vaine and emptye thinges: 
and it was not nedefull to ſtande longer about the diſpꝛouing 
of them It ought to bee as connnonly knowne as is 4 p. 
uer be, among all godly perlons, that the leruite ofG OD muſt 
not bee meaſured after our thoughte and meaning : nox pet 
that any ſeruice is legitimate oꝛ ia wfull, for that it liketh vs, 
This alſo ought to be as well moi that this is the humili⸗ 
tie and lawlineſſe we owe to Gad, that wre ſimplte obexe that 
which he biddeth, that we leane not to aur owne!/wifedome #6; 
And that this is the boundes of lowlincſle to warde men that by 
charitie cuerp one ſubmitte himſelfe vnto others. Any whereas 
they contend that the wantorneſſe ofthe flelhe is kept vowne * 
Ahuinencę of mtates , the aunf were is eaſpe: wee mage 
. tobſtaine ſtam eny tertayne kindeofmeace, as being 
vnclt w but we muff ſparingly eatnbo! 2 
of ; 8s jwell that we may ſoberly addmeofurably beſtow i order 
the guifts of Go 485 allo chat wo lienotentangiedlirmurh ra- 
t a” 9 7 nes thaſectbinges that: belong unte 


bin bande fp tbeſt were yiſaxrs * 


andHewes: thät the Coloſſians being war urn migbt urn ih 
ſelues againſt a falſe and coloured pzetence, Do — 
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the Bapiſtes lack no faire ewes, wherewith they maye eom⸗ 
mende and ſet out their lawes, though partly they be vngodlye 
and tyzannicall, partly vayne and trifling. But whan we haue 
yielded all vnto them 2 pet this contutation of Paule muſt as 
vide, which is pnough and ynougb alone to diſcuſle all their va⸗ 
nities,and pet I will not ſpeake howe farre differente they are 
from that honeſt a ſbew, which Paule deſcribeth, The pꝛinei - 
pall polpneſſe of the Papacie at this nay is in Monkerie; but 

what that is, I am aſhamed and agriened to ſpeake of, leaſte J 


ſbaulde ſtirre ſo fault a ſtinke. Further moge it is wozth while f 
here to conſider, how reavily;nay rather how haſtily and head RK 
dilye mans nature and diſpoſition is cavied into fayned and - 


veniſed woꝛſhippinges and ſeruice. -Foxinthis place the Apo⸗ 
tle linely andſkilfullye paynteth out the (fate of olde Monke⸗ 
tie: whiche within an hundꝛed prares after his death didde ſk 
muche pꝛeuayle as though hee hadde neuer made woꝛzde or it. 
Therloze the heate of men was wonverous madde to ſuperſtiti⸗ 
on, which could nut be hideled wich ſo plain a leſſon ul God, but 
chat it would bꝛeake out. as the hiſtoꝛies doe teltifie, Not in any 
honour;, Ponour ſignifierhregarde oʒ care , after the vſe of the 
Hebzew tongue. Ponour widdowes: that is to ſay haue regard 
ol them. And Paule voth viſlike that, that they teach to caſte a⸗ 
wap the care foz the hodie, Foꝝ as God fozbiddeth that we ſhold 
omot meaſure cheriſh the bodie: fo he commaundeth to geue it 
u much as is necelſavie , Therefoze Paule Nom 13. 14. doeth 
not ſimply candemne care fo the fleſhe, but ſuche a care as ſer» 
neth fo2 the tuſtes Hane no tegarde of the fleſhe, ſayth hee, 
vnto luſtes. hat than voech Paule note to bee amiſſe in | 
thoſe tradittons whereof he ſpeaketh ?-f02 that they giue no | 
Hononr vnto the bodie fo2enlargingthe flethe i that is cb ſay ir | 
coming ta the meaſurrsfneceſſirte; Fog fullfilling ire, 
ſignifierh amedigcritie-opintane vſage,whichreſfrainerh 
to the bare vſe at nature, ann ſo it is ben as thecontrary to leg» | 
ſure ann all ſuperſluous vellicacte:fojnactire is content with z 
fem things; Theretone to venye that which nature requirech'tb 
ſuffapne che necefſirie df no lune cuatrarp to pierſe; kh 
of hujnanittey ou! 60029 anz fü 055 250 
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Therefore if you haue riſe with Chrilſeckethoſe things 


that are aboue, here Chriſtis fitting on wan, id 


hand of Gd. 
Thinke vpon thoſe thinges that arc aboue;% not which 
are vpon the earth, ] 
For you be dead, and Jeurliſs is hidden with Chriſti in 
God, 
4 ButwhenC hriſts yourlife ll Gp alſo hall ye 
appeare with him way. 2 OY Ran ese 
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excerciſes which the falle. Apditlea did vage, 


I as though perfection were placed inthẽ, true 

2. |; M excerciſe wherewith it begoyumethtrue:Ch2is 

S ell ſkians to be occupied: whiche-doth nor a little 

— make fo: the cauſe. Foxwhile weeperceaue 

whe God woulde haue vs doe, wee doe eaſtlye after ward ſette 

nought by the intentions ofmen, thilett it appeareth that chat 

which God ſet teth out foz vs is farre moze high and noble gan 

that which men beate into our heades, wer leaue men em 
mindes grow moze and moze readie and willing to follow Gov, 
Paule in this place exhoꝛteth the Coloſſians to the conſiderati⸗ 


on and pꝛactiſe of a heauenlye life, But what doe his aduerſa - 


ries: they would detayne them in childiſh rudimentes . This 
doctrine then cauſeth ceremonies to bee moe little ſette by. 
her ot it appeareth that Paule voth ſo erhozt in this place, 
. that he confirmeth his fozmer doctrine. Foz in deſcribing firms 
oz ſounde Godlineſſe and holineſſe of life. hee directeth his talks 
to this poynt, that thoſe vayne ſhewes ol mens cravitions maye 
wat and weare away. Oe doth withall pꝛeuente an Obiection 


wherr with the falſe Apoftles might burthen him, hat then z 


haddeſt thou rather that men ſhould be idle then to glue them- 
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ſelfe to theſe ercerciſes, what kind of ones ſoeuer they be? ht 
as therfoze he b Chꝛittians to applye themſelues to fatre 
moze excellent dies, he cutteth of occaſion from this maliti⸗ 
ous ſurmiſe, nay rather he chargeth them wich no ſinal ſpite, lo 
that with things al nought they call away, and hinder the right 
tourſe ol the god. er 
x If ye are riſen. Aſcending followeth riſing agayne, if then we 
be the members of Cbꝛiſt, we muſt aſcende into heauen:betauſe 
that he being rapſed from the dead, is taken vp into heauen, that 
be might vꝛaw vs with him. And we ſceke thoſe thinges which 
are aboue, while in our mindes we are truely pilgrimes in this 
wozlde, and are net tied to the Tame, The wopde, thinke on, 
doth moze expꝛeſſe a paynefulneſle in taking care, anda vehe⸗ 
mencie: as if he ſhoulde ſape, Meditate this wholy: apply pour 
witte to this, applye your minde to this. But if wee oughte to 
thinke on nothing but that which is heaucnly; fox that Chyilt is 
in beauen: how much leſſe ſhall it be meete to ſeeke Chzilt him⸗ 
ſelfe on theearth': Lette vs remember than that this is a true 
thinking on Chziſtegand an holpe, whiche foꝛthwith rauiſheth 
vs vþ into heautu that we mape wozſhippe him there, and that 
our minds map dwell with bim. As touching that which belon⸗ 
geth to the right hand ot God, it is not ſhut vp in heauen: but it 
filleth the whole wozld. Furthermoze Paule made mẽt ion ther⸗ 
of in this plate that he might ſbew that Chꝛiſt embzacech vs by 
bis power: teſt wee ſhoulve thinke the diſtaunce of place to bee 
a.cauſe of ſeparation oz diuozce betweene vs and him: and that 
withall,his maieſtie might wholy rauiſh vs into the reueren⸗ 
cing therof, | 
2 Not whichareypon earth. Hee doth not vnderffande, as 
nter ward he dotk, vicious deſires whiche raigne in earthlye 
men: neytber yet riches, o2 Fieldes, op houſes,02 whatſoeuer 
things elſe belonging to this pꝛeſent life, which we muſt vſe as 
though we vſed them not: but he followech as pet his diſputatiõ 
concerning ceremonies which he maketh like vnto trifling lets, 
which conſtrain vs tocreepe on the ground, Chaiſt, ſayth be, tal⸗ 
leth vs vpvnto him: but thoſe leave you vowneward, Fo} it is a 
roncluſiõ & an expolicid of thoſe maters which lately he touched 
ot. 3! concers 
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toncetning the vying of ceremonies bychrventhveChailt: as if 
he ould lay, Therfoze are ceremonies dead to va by the de ath 
of Chxiſt, and pou vnto them, that beinge Uftedvp into heauen 
with Chzilt , ye ſhould thinke onelye vpon heauenlye thinges. 
Therefoze let goe earthlye thinges . J will not contend as 
gaynſt other who think other wiſe: but certapnelye mer thinkes 
the Apolkle doeth fo pꝛoceede ſteppe by ſteppe ozverly , that firſ 
and fozmolt he ſetteth oppolite traditions Triflingmat- 
ters, vnto the meditation of an heauenly life ; and after that pzo* 
ceeveth further, as we ſhall ſee, +21 
3 For ye be dead.) e cannot riſe agayne with Chyiſte, who 
firſt hath not died with him, Thercfoze hee bzingeth his argu⸗ 
ment, from riſing agaynt to dying, as from the conlequente to 
the actedent ſignifitng that wee muſt bee deade to the Wojlde, 
that we mape liue to Chziſte , Why hath her taughte that wee 
mult ſeeke the thinges that are aboue ? becauſe the liſe and con⸗ 
uer lation of the godly is aboue, Thy doth he teathe that thoſe 
thinges are now to be let paſſe, which are vpoit the earth? be⸗ 
cauſe they are dead to the woꝛld. as it he ſhoulve ſaye, Death 
goech befoze that riſing againe which J haue ſpoken of; Ther 
foze both of cheſe mult be ſeene in you, This is.wozth the mar; 
King, that our life is hidden: leaſt wee repyne oz complayne, if 
dure life beeing vnder the ignominie ofthe Croſſe, and buried 
vnder manifolde ſozrowes,differ nothing from death: but that 
we muſt paciently expect and waight foz the dap of reuelatid oz 
appearaunce. And that our waiting be not painful and greuous, 
let vs note the parcels,In God, and with Chriſt: which det lare, 
that our life is out of daunger, although it appeate not. Foz 
tuen God is laythefull and truſtye, and therefoze hee will 
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in that ber tooke to keepe: and the ſocictie and eſhippe 
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what is moze to bte .veſpzed , than ſq our lyfc to remayne 


couſe whye wee ſhoulde bee terryſien, if while wee loo 
aboute oneuery ſive, weſeelyfe dnnofive:, Foz by hope we are 
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of Christe bzingeth pet moze ſecurptie and aſſutaunce. Foz which alle 
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h Neither vet doth he teach that ou life is hidden alter 
ET but alſo actoꝛding to dur own megs 
ning or vnderſtanding: becauſe this is a true and neteſſary ex- 
periment and triall ot our hape, whiles we as compaſſed aboute 
with death, doe ſecke life elle where than in the wozlve, © = 
4 But when Chriſt ſhall appeare.) A pleaſaunte and godlye 
' comfozte , that the comming of Chꝛiſt ſhalbe themanifeſtacion 

and unce ofour life. And withalt he admoniſhech howe 
pꝛepoſteraus the deſire of the life to come is, if a man refuſe ta 
ſuffer patiently euen vntill that daye , F02 ik our life be hut by 
in Chzifte, vntill hee ſhall appeare, it muſte needes bee hid⸗ 
Belles 2:14 1201s e en | 
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3 Morifethereforc your members which are yppon the 
earth. fornication, vncleanneſſe, inordinate affeRis, 
i ꝗqueuill cuncupiſcence and couetouſneſſe, whiche is I. 
dolatrie. | | 
6 For which the vrath of God commeth vpon the childrã 
of diſabedience. - e 
7 ls vhich you alſo walked in time paſt, when you lined 
in them | 499 

8, But now put you away alſo al wrath, fuming, maliciouſs 
| neſſe,curſed ſpeaking, filthic communication oute 
olf your mouth, 12004 
n ien 174 46 5 8 
5 Nortiſie therefore.) Hithertu he hath ſpokt of the contempt 
of the wozlo: now he goeth farther, and intreateth to an binher 
(Kinde of) Philoſophie , concearning the moztification of the 
- © Helbe ; T hat this may be done the moze plapnly,lec vs note that 
„ MNtification is ewofolde oz double. the firlt reſpecteth thoſe 
©. © fhingesthdtareabout vs, of which hehathentreated hetherto. 
„ - 1 theocher is ward: namelye of the diſpoſition and will, and of 
dur wholenature coxrupted and infected, Ann he reckenech vy 
kcertayne vices, which he vnpꝛoperly calleth members, but yet 
- - elegantly. Fox heimagiiierhour nature (to be) as a maſſe of 

ſome caſt out ofmany.vices.Thep are then dur members, whit 
ſaicke vnto vs ———ů———ů— 
curthhy, alluding to that which he ſpake, in the ſecond verle, v⸗ 
Not 
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Not which are vpon the earth, but pet in another ſente. This 
kinde of ſpeaking is as much as if he had ſayde, I haue warnen 
pou that earthly thinges are not to be regarded: yet muſt you 
crauaple about this that you moxtifie the vices whiche detapne 
you in the earth. And he meaneth that we as long as the vices 
of the fleſhe doe floꝛiſhe in vs, are earthly: hut we are made hes 
uenlpe by the renuing of the Spirite. After whoredome her 
putteth Vncleanneſſe, by which woꝛde he putteth all kinde of 
wantonneſſe,wherewtth lecherous men delle themſelues , Un«' 
to theſe is adved ra? that is in latine Nl ollitia, whiche is 
encliſþed inordinate affection, which compꝛehendeth all the 
allurementes of Lecherie. Although chis wozd doeth otherwiſe 
ſignifie perturbations 0z trouble ofthe mynde, and vntempe⸗ 
rate motions contrarie to reaſon: pet to this place doth well a⸗ 
gree molliries,Uhy couetouſneſle is called the wozſhipping of 
Jmages,ſeeke out of the Epiſtle to the Epheſians, left I houly 
doe one thing twice. 

6 For which commeth. A rtpꝛoue not Eraſmus fox tranſla⸗ 
ting it, is wont to come. Net becauſe the pzeſent tence is in the 
Scripture often taken in place of the future tence, accoding to 
the manner ofthe Hebzew tongue: Jchole rather to leane poir 
the reading that was the meane, whiche might bee fitted to ey⸗ 
ther ſence. Therefoze he warneth the Colloſſians epther of the 
vſitate iudgementes of God, which are daply ſeene : 02 elſe of 
the vengeaunte which once he hathdenouncedto the vngodlpe, 
and which hangeth ouer their heades : and pet ſhall not bee mas 
nifeſted befoze the laſt day. Although J willingly allow that fox 
mer ſence and expoſition,that Gov who is the perpetuall iudge 
of the woꝛld, is accuſtomed to puniſh the wickedneſſe wherof he 
ſpeaketh. And by name he ſayth the wzath of God hall come, oz 
is wont to come, vpon vnbeleeuers F diſobedient perſons,rather 
then thzeatneth co them ſuch a matter. Fo2 God had rather were 
ſbouldeſec his wrath in the repꝛobate, chat feele it in our ſelues/ 


When che es of grace are openly pjonounced,eucrye one 

of the ught no otherwile to embꝛace them, chan as pyo⸗ 

peripe ap | fox themſelues , Any fo lette vs feare the 
thꝛeatniages of wach and r at that which is _ 
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Which is alotted to the repꝛobate, may bee vnto vs a document 
02 leſſon, In deeve God is often layde to be alſo angry with his 
Childzen : and ſometime hee doth ſharpely chaſten their ſinnes, 


But in this place Paule is in hande about eternall deſtruction, 


the viewe 02 Spectacle whereof appeareth in the onelye repꝛo⸗ 
bates . In ſunune, as often as © D D thyeatneth hee doeth 
as it were traucrilye ſec out vato vs the papne, that wee bebol⸗ 
ding the ſame in the repꝛobate, mape be feared awaye from ſins 
ning. | | 
7 In which ye did walke.)Eraſmus did ill fo2 that hee refer⸗ 
red it to men, tranſlating it thus, amongeſt whome, foꝛ Paule 
without doubt meant it of vices: in which he ſayth the Coloſſi» 
ans were conuerſant, at what time they lined in them. Foz Li⸗ 
uing and Malking differ one from another, as abilitie to doe, 
and doing: Liuing goeth afoze, and Walking kfolloweth. Gas 
lathians the 5. chapter and 25. verſe, It you liue in the ſpirite, 
walke alſo in the Spirite. By theſe wo des he detlareth that it 
is an heynous thing, ik they being any longer addicted to vices, 
to which they are dead by Chyift, are giuen over vnco the, Loke 
the 6.chapter to the Romaynes. It is an argument taken from 
the pꝛiuation 02 taking away p cauſe,to the pꝛiuation oz taking 
awaye the effect, | 

8 Butnow,&c, That is ſeeing you haue ceaſed to line in 
the fleſhe. Foz this is the fozce and nature of mortification, that 
all cozrupt affections are quenched in vs, ſo that hereafter ſinnt 
engendereth not in vs his accuſtomed fruites. Whereas à baue 
tranſlated it fuming, in greeke it is dog, which wozy ſignifies 
eth a moze haſtie 02 heady kinde of heate, than is i, And hers 
be reckoneth vp kindes ol vices that are contrary ta the fozmer, 
as you may readily ſce. - 


9 Lye not one to another, ſeinę hau t off the old 
man with his deedes. I 9 


10 And you haue put on the new man whiche is renewed 


into knowledge after the i of hi 1 
ted him, 8e, ter the imagoof hin irh cen 
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ut Where there is no Greeke nor Jewers Circumeiſi- 
don nor vncireumcifien 3 Barbarian , Sey 
bondman nor freeman: but Chriſt all chingen, a 

in all thinges. 

12 put on therefore as the elect of God, holy and beloved 
the bowels of compaſſion CP ogy 1.9 
neſſe, longſuffering. 

13 Forbearing one another, and forgiving it 9 2: 
: controuerhie againſt another,asChrit hath "agus 
PRIOR alſo, 


9 Lyenot. rahen he fozbiddech lying, he condenmeth all mas 
ner of ſabteltie, and all euill pꝛactiſes of deceite and falſhoove, 
foz J doe not take it as meant of ſlaunders onely, but generally 
IJ make it contrarye to ſinceritie and true dealing. therefoze NY. 
might moze bꝛiefely thus tranſlate it, and J cannot ſaye whe» 
ther alſo better, L pe not one to another And her pꝛaſecuteth 
that his argument ok che ſocietie oz fellowſhippe whiche the 
faythfull haue with the death and relurrection of Choiſte :: but 
he vſech other manners ol ſpeaking; The Olde man ſignifieth 
that whatſoeuer it is that wee bzing out of our mothers 
wombe,and whatſoeuer we are by nature. Such put off him as 
are renewed by Chzift.contratiwiſe the new man is bee whiche 
is refozmevand faſhigned agayne u the Spirite ol: Chiſte in· 
to the obedience of righteouſneſſe: oz elſe it is nature reſta⸗ 
red into true ſoundnelle any integritie by the ſame Wpirite. 
And the olde man in o2der goetch befoze the newer, becauſe 
wee are firſte bone of Adam, after that wee are "bozne gs 
gayne by: Chziſte. And as that which wee haue of Adam, 
waxetholde,audenclyneth to ruine and decay: ſo that whiche 
we obtaynt bp Chzilt,remainech perpetually, is not fraple o: 
pioztaP, bat rat hex is caried vnto immoztalitie. This place is to 
be au{e out of it may be gathered a definition of res 
amen oxpewe byzth, Fort tompꝛebendtth two partes, 
\ off of. the olne man ond the 13 bpb 
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And it muſt be marked, that the old man is diſterned and tuvgey 
by his wozkes, as the tree by the kruites. whereof it follo⸗ 
weth, that vnder the name of the olde man is meant the wice 
Kedneſle that is bꝛedde in vs. er 

10 Which is renued into knowledge, Firſte hee ſheweth 
that newnelle of life conſiſteth in knowledge: not fo2 that na ⸗ 
ked and ſimple knowledge is ſufficient, but hee ſpeaketh of che 
illuminating of the holye Ghoſt, which is ltuely and effeccuous, 
fothat not only it doch lighten beeing kindled with the light of 
truth. but doth tranſſoꝛme and newlye faſhion the whole man. 
And this is that whiche ſtraightwaye hee addeth, that wer 
are tenued after the Image of G D D. And the Image of 
GOD hath relidence in the whole ſoule, when not reaſon a⸗ 
lone, but alſo the will is righte. Dercof allo wee learne, as 
well what is the ende and finall cauſe of our regeneration, that 
is to ſape that we maye bee made like vnto God-, and that his 
glozpe map Hine out in vs: as alſo what the image of God is, 
whereofmention is made in Poſes Gen, 9,6,akmely the rights 
nelle and integritie of the whole ſoule, ſo that man doeth rep2e* 
ſent the wiſedome,righteouſneſſe © goovneſſe of vd as it were 
aloking glaſſe . Hee doth ſpeake ſoniewhat otherwiſe co the 
Ephelians,, but in the ſame ſence 2 ſee the place cap 4.24. And 
withall Paule moniſheth , that there is nothing moze excellent 
whereuato the Coloſſians may aſpire, becauſe chis muſt bee our 
Es; blelfepnefle, (vd) to beare the Image of 


11 ;Whete there is no lewe. This hee added of ſette pur* 

_ poſe, that hee mighte agayne dzawe awaye the Colloſſians 
from Ceremonies, Fo) thus ſounde the wozves, Chꝛiſtian pers 
fection needeth not a whit theſe outward obſeruations.naye ra⸗ 
ther they are things veterly tõtrary to it, Foy vuder þ differfce 
of Vncircumciſion and Circunciſion, oł lewe and Greeke,htt 


$4necdoche, COMMehendeth all outwarve thinges by the figure Synecdoche. 
is whi part Thele wozdes whiche followe , namelpe, Barbarian, Scp* 
ENS ta 


man, Freeman, are added to ampliſie the matter. 
thing Chriſte all: rhinges 5 and in all hinges . 
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upon thr Fyiffle tothe Coloflians... 6 
ſaye) beginning and ende. Surthermozt by C ii he vi 
deth the ſpirituall rightevulxrſſe of Chyiff;whichaboliſhethce 
temonies, as afoze is ſetne. They are therefoze in true perfec* 
tion ſaper ſluous: inſomuch that they oughte to haue no place, 
 fopelſe Chiiſte were olfred iniurie , as thoughic were necdes 
* Ke call foozth: theſe helpes to ſupplye his delecte ayd 
12 Put on therefore. As he hath reckoned vp ſome partes of 
the olveman;ſo now alſo doth he recken vp ſome partes of the 
newe , Than, ſaytth he, ſhall it appeare that pet are renewed 
by Chyit; if you ſhall bee mercitull and gentle. c. F theſe 
are the effectes and. teſtimonies of renouation o; beeing a 
newe man. The erhoztation than vependech' of the ſeconve 
member: md therefoze be tetayncth a metaphoꝛ in the wozve 
put ye on. In the firſt place he putteth bowels of mercy , by 
which kinde of ſpeach,he noteth an earneſt and entire affection 
of mercpe. Secondlpe he putteth Courteſie ( Fc ſo it ltketh me 
to tranſlate xenso7y7& ( wherewith- wee are made ampa⸗ 
, ble and beloued. Next to this he topneth Þumilicie : becauſe no 
man will be curteous and tractable, but he who hauing put as 
wape pꝛide and hautineſſe of mynde, hath ſubmitted himſell vn ⸗ 
to modellie, challenging nothing to himſelfe. K indneſſe which 
followeth, extendeth largelier than Courteſie. fox courteſie is 
zincipally in the countenaunte and ſperche : and kindneſle is 
alto in the inwarde affection. But in as much as it, falleth out 
oftentimes that we happen vpon wicked perſons and vnthanke⸗ 
full: pacience is needefull,which may nouriſh in vs gentleneſle 
02 kindneſſe. At length he erpoundeth what hee hath meant by 
long ſuffering: namelꝑ that withmercy we imbzace one ano« ' 
ther, and — yy when ought ſhalbe done amiſſe . But be- 
taufe it is an harde and vifficulee matter, hee conſtmerh his 
doctrine by example of Chzift;am teacheth that the like is re- 
quired at bur hands: that we, as being foofte and ſo exceeding 
taultie are notwithſtanding reteaued of Chꝛiſte into fauour, 
would ſhewe the like kindneſſe to dur neighboures, fezgiuing 
them whatſoe ur they haue committed agaynſt vs. Therefoze 
be nayth if any haue a controuerſie againſt another. heres 


by be meaneth, that not euen iult reuenge accozding to mans o- 
f * F. li. pinpon 
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opinion is to be perſury As the elect of God. In this place A 
take elect im them that are ſegregate? fer apart. as if he ſhold 
ſay,God hath choſen you vnto himlelfe on that condition, # ſanc- 
tified you. and taken pou into his fauour , that you ſhoulve bee 
mertifull. etc. De that hath nat thele vertues, doth in vapn alt 
bimſelle holy and belouevof God: in vayne doth he recken hin · 
felfe among the number of the faithfull. FIG 


14 For all thoſe thinges ſake, put on charitie, vhich is the 
Aae ee in your hart 
15 An obtain the victory in your harts 
g to the which you are called alſpin one body, and be 
you thankefull, | . 
16 Let the word of Chriſt dwell with you aboundarly. in 
all viſedome, in teaching and warning your ſclues 
in Plalmes, Hymnes,and ſpiritual Songs with grace, 
ſinging in your harts to the Lord, Tn 
17 And whatſocuer you ſhall doe in worde or deede, do it 


all in the name of the Lord Ieſus, giuing thankes to 


God and the Father by him. 


14 For all thoſe things. Whereas ſome haue tranflatedic, 
ide all thoſe things, in my iudgment it is colplye done. It 
would better actoꝛd to doe it thus, Before all theſe things. But 
jon of the owe. Foz 


I haue rather choſen che vſed ſignification 
ſeeing that all thoſe chinges which he hath reckoned vp hither⸗ 
to, doe ſp2ing out of charitie ; hee doeth rightlpe nowe er» 
hozte the Coloſſians , that they mayntapne Charitie among 
themſelues, foz thoſe thinges ſake : that is to ſaye that they 
maye bee mercifull , kynde, and eaſte to fozgiue, as if ber 
Ghoulde ſaye,that then they ſhqulve bee ſuche if they haue cha⸗ 
ritie. Fo where as charitie is milling, in vayne are all thole 
e 1, The hae we d f 
nifieth that the whole company of all vertnes are —— 
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vader it. Foz this is the very rule of the whole life and ol the 


whole derdes, alter whiche whatloeuer is uot ruled out, it is 
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vpon the Epiflle tothe Coloſtians. - 
laultie and naught, whatſoeuer fayze ſhewe otherwiſe ic hath» 
That is the cauſe why in this place it is called the bande of per 
fection, becauſe nothing in our life is well framed that is not 
directed vnto it: but wharſoeuer wee take in hand it is ameere 


ſcattering . But the Papiſtes are to bee laughed at, who #f 
bule this teſtimonie to builde vp iuſkification by wozkes, Cha 


ricie,ſape they, is the bond of perfection, but jon is righs 
ceoulneſſe; therefoze by charitie we are iuftificd. It is aunſme⸗ 


red two wapes, fo2 Paule reaſonethnoc here how men are made 
perfecte befoze G D D : but how they maye liue perfectiye a- 
mong themſelues. Foꝛ this is the naturall and true — 
of the place. vi. that the other thinges ſhall fall oute well cons 
cerning our life, if charitie floziſh and growe amongeſt vs. But 
if it be graunted that charitie is rightenuſneſſe, in vayne and 
chilviſhlye doe they out of that contende, that wee are iulfifiey 
by charitie fox where ſhall perfert chatitie be ſounde : And we 
doe not therefoꝛe ſay that men are iuſtified by faythoulye , be⸗ 
cauſe toobſerue the Lawe is not righteouſaeſſe : hut rather, 
that whereas we are all trauſgreſſozs ofthe Law! and without 
righteouſneſle of our owne, we are are compelled to bozrowe 
righteouſneſle of Chzilte . CTherefoze the onelpe righteouſ- 
_ by faythremaynetch , becauſe charitie is in no wile per 


15 And the peace of God.) hee nameth that peace whiche 
God hath oꝛdayned and eſtabliſhed ds, as ſhall appeare 
by that which followeth, and that will he haue to raigne in our 

- harres/Buthe vleth n Petaphoz that is very lic, fo2 as 
w1efflers,he that hath ouertome all others, carieth away 
palme 03 victozpe : lo will he haue the peace of God to be 
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litftechagaytite the Spirice. Chis pete, To whiche you bee 
/ called, veclareth whatmaner of peace this is: namely an vnity 

which Cbꝛiſt by his guivaunce any authozitie hath: conſecrated 

and eſtabliſhed among vs. Foz God bath ſo recouciley vs vnto 
in Chiſt,chat we ſhould liue among our ſelues and be 
of one mind and one accoꝛd. And he addeth Jn one body. Mher⸗ 
by he fignifieth.þ we can no other wiſe accozp with God, vnleſſe 
we agree together amonhft our ſelues, as mẽbers of one bodye, 
Wheras he bivveth vs be thankfull, J do not ſo much refer it co 
the minding ol good turnes, as to the mildneſſe of maners, ther⸗ 
fore to take away doubtfulnele [inthe moꝛning ] J had rather 
baue it thus, Be you louing,s2,Shew pour ſelues louing: and 
vet J tonkeſle, if thankfulneſſe poſſeſſe our ſences, it cannot bee 
but we ſhall be very ready to nouriſh lone to warde one another 
16 Let the word of Chriſt dwell in you.) Hee will haue the 
doctrine of the Goſpell to be well knowne vnto them. whereof 
wee maye gather with what ſpirite they are led at theſe dayes, 
who bitterly fozbid the ſame tothe people, and keepe a ſeditious 
and ruffling ſtir, (laying) that no peſtilence is moe ta bee ſhuns 
ned, than that the common people ſhould reade the Scriptare, 
Fo in very deeve Paule in this place ſpeaketh to men and woe 
men of all ſoʒtes.neither will he haue them onely take alighte 
taſte of the woꝛd of Chiſt, but he bivveth that it dwell in them: 
that is to ſap that it haue a ſure ſeate (in thẽ) e that lar ge ly, that 
they may haue a deſirt to encreaſe dayly moze ⁊ moze. But be | 
caule there is ia many a pꝛepoſterous veſire o) affection iu fears 
ning, whileſt they abuſe the woꝛd ol God to ſerue their oum am⸗ 
dition, oꝛ elſe vayne curioſitie, o elſe do fallifie the ſame by ſome 
maner of meane : therefozehe topnerh withall, In all viſdome. 
That we being taught therehn may tall andfauour that which 
we 6ught, Furthermoyt he defineth bziefely this wilevame oz 
——— themſelues . Tea⸗ 

ne place is taken pꝛoſitable crudition 02: , 
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4744 — whit Eon 
tion of his doctriue,andapzick to ay :Nepy 
ther meaneth bx —— Chai haiſtoughe eopzolice'onlp ee, 
uery ſingular perſon of chem, ſo that they;ſhoulve. reaches: theme. 
ſelues,but he requireth at theit handes that they ſhould teache 
and wazue ans ant hep. 5 80 n 961 G18 
np and hing, Note ninttb und thermo v ef Chu 

to theſe {pecialcies, but hre weth — 199 
ſpeathes aught ſo greatly to be framed toredification ; that even 
thoſe that doe ſerue to mirth, may ſauoxal nothing chat is vain. 
as if he ſhould —— —-— 
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15 ol their hawnie,o2 at leaſt mmudeſd and light am tope: 
CGE ymnes and ſonges which may ſound out the pꝛaiſe 

Nach e you. Furthetmoze under t beſe chte names hes. 
ne —— all kynde of Song onννι 
ly do thus diſtinguiſh, that a Pſalme may be that vnto whiche 
in inging ſome muſical inſtrument belive the tongue ts lopnev. 

A ÞHymne mape bee pzoperlye a Songe of-pzayſo , whe⸗ 
ther it bee ſong with a loude voycg og 9therwile....A-Song. 
vorth — onclpe contayne pꝛapſes, but admonitions too, 
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it de nut lo tu be taken,as though he bad euerp one fing inwary- 
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„A baue already expounded in the Epitkle to the C 
— nts 
had nom begon co t a an lite, 
touched only a fewe : «nd that it was to long 
_ Ao Ne ins grate 
ſumme hee co 


— baut reſpect to his glozye, as to the 
watke. wee 
E all out Kuvies and indeanoures haue their 


calling vpon Chiift, and ſue fo his 


miniſtreth matter and occaſion of vnto vs. And it 

is to be nated that he teacheth that thankes mulk be xiuen to the 

Fathe by Chziff,as by bim we obfayne whatſoeuer good it is 
ae, E ſ 

; Ke 0. 37 | 
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out life is ſo to bee o2vzed, that. 
— — it mape bee all ruled by the gui⸗ 


compyehende both theſe in this 


— Dur of innocativn followerh the bleſſing of God: which 
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of his iniquitie: 
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* Wiues, &c,) Now follow pertituler eaten. an thep al 
| ones 8 | 
ne one Ci 


A baue alreadpin 

rue bnbren ly agreeble ts the opening of the pze* 
as are to | 

ſent H — — chex: be ſubſect«: Chis 


ts plapny ; but that which follo werd is voubtfull; L that is J 2 
is comlye in the Lord, Foz ſome doe thus conlkrue it, Bee ye 
ſubiecte in the Lorde as-is eomelye : Net. I doe rather o⸗ 


eee ihe 


parentes, if it bee not a burthen oz diſpzolitable 
But childzenoughte to remember this ane „  whatloe» 
uer Parentes they bee that they haue, that pet they bappened 
vnto them by the pzoutdknce of Gov, who hath by his a 
made ſubiect the childzen vnto their Parentes. In all 


ſhan is, that they refule noching,alchough the lame be harveoz 
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'cozrection;F62 we ſee by dayly exyerikce,of what fozce 
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TT in thin 


pt lde to their perſon (Ju all think her ores be⸗ 


longeth to themſelues, and in debating oz becing at variaunce, 


they take not them that which is their right: bu yet all 
hey 2 — e 0 


honors awaye ſrom abiding 9 ele 


all 
and kinde education is. : 
23 Seruannts obay. Whatſoeuer is here reade concearning 
foruſfuntes;neevethino expoſicion : bean e 
Epbe rc rrcht these dt hinges, for you ſerue th Loide 
Cbriſt And, he that Mall doe vniuliiy , ſhallreceive the re- 
watde of vniuſt dealing. By the foꝛmer ſentence hee meaneth 
thus, that — ſoerue mt᷑, that Chziſt neuertheleſſe muſt 
holvs che ſouera yntie in the Lone, and that hee map be the hed 
Low? Anierreent*onfo)} o all that arc in {ubtcceion, 
na bo pairs I xj ue theft niaifters, they heare 
their odevience as ar66ptafaecsThiilt,"&thoiigh it were done 
vnto him, whercof alſo Paule gathereth thit they ſhall receiue 
a rewarde of him: euen the rewarveof inheritauncc. whereby 
he ligniũeth that the ſelle ſame thing that is repayde fo2 weꝛks, 


is freelpgeuen vs of God. fo the inhericaunce ee 


Ju the latter ſentente he voth agapne tomfo ite ſernauntes 
that;ifthey'be opp)elltd with the vniut crueltte of their G0 
ſters,God himlelfe wil reuenge it, nether pet will he paſſe euer 
ſuch injuries as are done to them, berauſe they be . : 
ſteing that with him there is noreſpecte of perſons, Fox this 
rogicationd2 eunighkilf their Firtes, s frhgyrhonghee 
thiothers ivory none oy u grtute t made of th 

the light of God, oz elſe that their niiſeries were not 2 
Pozeouer it bappeneth often that ſeruamten thtniſclues will 
begin to take vyon them the teuenging of eulli and vncourte⸗ 
—— De thereloꝛe pꝛeuenteth this eu de admo⸗ 
Aer e; ee * fops 
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The fourth Chapter. 


Mayſters gfue to your Seruauntes that which is right, 
and mutuall vprightneſſe, knowing that you alſo Equalitis 

haue a mayſter in heauen. 8 | 

2 Be inſtaunt in prayer, watching in the ſame, with 
thankes giuing. | 

3 Prayc you in like manner for vs, that & OD maye 
open vnto vs the gate of ſpeeche_to ſpeake 
the myſterie of Chriſt for whoſe alſocauſe Iam a 
priſoner. | 

4 That Imaye make it apparaunte, euen as Ioughteto 

ſpeake. 


—] Aifters giue to qour. &c. Hee 

©/4 Iputteth, that which is iuſt, in the firſt plate, by 6 
\ 1 which he meaneth that humanitie whereol het 
'  \gaue commaundement Ephe. 6.g.But foz be⸗ _— 
3, jcauſe that the ſtate of Seruauntes is viewed | 
- = of mayfters as it were from alofte,ſo that they 
thinke themſelues co be bounde by no Lawe: Paule bzingeth 
them into courſe and oꝛder: becauſe both ol them altke are vn* 
der the imper ie and commaundement of God . andhereofcom* 
meth this equalitie o2 rightneſſe whereof he maketh mention. 
And muruall or like equabilitie, oz indifferencie . Some doe 
ocherwile expound it: but Ji doubt not but Paule in this place 
put doc r (02 right that is aunſwerable from one partie to an 
other, oz that which one patty giueth to another: as to tht E· 
pheſians he vſed e &v7& , Foz mayſters haut not ſo their ſer⸗ 
naunces vnder them, but that they in like maner owe ſome duty 
unto them: as conuenient and pꝛopoꝛtionable righte and tquall 

dealing ought to bee in loꝛce among all ſoztes of perſons. 
2 Ze inſlaunt in prayer, he teturneth to generall exhozts- 
le tions, TR 
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tions, in which we may not looke fo2 an exact and ſcricte ozdex 2 
fo2 if we did, hee ſhoulde beginne with mayer: but Paule hath 
not greatly reſpected that LV. oder J. Furthermoze in this 
place he ſetteth out two thinges in pyayer,firlt continuance oz 
often vſe thercof,after that readinelſe oz an earneſt intente, Foz 
when he ſapth, Be inſtaunt, he exhozteth to perleueraune, Het 
ſetteth Watching oppolite vnto coldneſſe and careleſneſſe, Hee 
putteth to thankeſgiuing, becauſe that in ſuch miſa God is ta 
bee pꝛayed too fo} our pꝛelent neceſlitye,that in the mean while 
we fo2get not thoſe benefites which we haue alreadye receiued. 
Pozeouer we oyght not to be ſo impoꝛtunate, that wee repine 
and bee diſpleaſed,if ſtraighte waye G O D fu'fill, not our ves 
ſires and pꝛayers, but withpatient myndes to recepue whatſo⸗ 
euer he ſhall giue. So there is two maner ofthankesgiuing nes 
neſlarye. Df which poynt ſomething hath bene allo ſayde Phi⸗ 
lippians.4. 6, 


3 Praye you in like maner for vs. te doeth not counterfeite 


this: but becauſe he knewe his owne netellitie, he did in earneſt 
wiſhe to be helped with their pꝛayers, and hee was perſwadey 
that the ſame would vo him good, Ahe now dare then ſet light 
by the interceſſions of the bzetheren,of which Paule confeſſech 
himſelte to haue neede? Andcertapnlye the Lozde hath not in 
vapne ozdapnedthis excerciſe of charitie among vs, that one of 
vs ſhould pꝛap fo an other. Therefoze euerye one oughte, not 
onelp to pꝛape fo the bzetheren,but interchaungeablye alſo to 
deſire ayde tarneſtlye of other folkes pꝛapers alſo,as'oft as the 
matter ſorequireth. But childiſh is the argument oz - reaſon of 
the Papiſtes, who gather thereof that the dead are to bee called 
bpon, that they map p)ay fo2 vs, Foz whereinis it like > Paule 
commendeth himſclfe to the payers of the bzetheren , with 
whom he knew that by the commaundement of God he hab mu⸗ 
tall communication, but who will not ſay that. this reaſon(of 
mutuall communicating)ceaſeth in the dead 7 Therfoje letting 
paſſe ſuch ſollies, let vs returne to Paule.as we haue in Paule 
anotableexample of modeſtie, in that heecalleth vnto others to 
Le and a(ſit him, ſo alſo are we aumonithed that it is a mats 

ful Wy eat difficultie, conftancly ta abide in the-vefence- 
ofiþsPahell, ſpecially when.vagnger porch ge. Auw noc 
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without cauſe doth he velire the Churches in this cauſeco ayve 
him. And withall 3 his ardent zeale how meruailous it 
is. He is not carefull foz his owne ſauegarde, hee deſireth not 
that pꝛapers bee poured fo2th by the Churches fo2 himſelle, 
that hee may be deliuered from the daunger of death. Pee is 
content with this one thing, il he abide inuincible and vnkeare⸗ 
full in the pꝛoleſſion of the Goſpell.ſo ſecurely and vnfearefully 
doth he pꝛeferre the glozye of Chyiſt,and the ſpzeading abzode 
of the Goſpell befoze his owne life,But by the gate ot ſpeeche, 
he playnely meaneth that which he calleth Ephe.6,19.the ope⸗ 
ning of his mouth: and that which Chꝛiſte calleth Pouth and 
CWiſevome. Foꝛ this maner of ſpeabing differeth nothing at al 
from that foꝛmer in meaning, but onely in faſhion, Foz with an 
elegant Petaphoz hath he in this place hewed plapnelye, that 
it is neuer a whit moꝛe caſte fo vs, to ſpeak boldly touching the 
Soſpell, than to bzeake thozowe a gate that is ſhut and barrev, 

Foz this is truelpe the wozke of God, as alſo Chyiſte did 
ſape, Jt is not pou that ſpeake, but the Spirite of yous 
Father whiche ſpeaketh in pou + Math 10. 10. Hauinge 
therefoze ſette foxth the difficultie thereof, he pꝛicketh fozth 
the Colloſſians the moze to pꝛape, when he teftifieth that her 
cannot otherwiſe ſpeake rightly,ercept his tongue bee virected 
of the Lozy. Secondly he dzaweth his argument fromthe woꝛ⸗ 
thineſle of the things, when he calleth the Goſpell the myſterie 
of Chriſt . Neither muſt we lightly labour oꝛ take papns in {a 
great a matter. Thirdly he maketh mention alſo of his vanger. 

4 As1 oaghrt. T his peecc augmenteth the difficultte: fo2 hee 
meaneth that it is not a vulgar dz common thing. Tothe E- 

p bee addeth , that I may boldly behaue my ſelfe, 
eof appeareth that hee wichen to himſelfe an vnfeare» 
full boldeneſſe and confidence , ſuch as decommeth the maie⸗ 
ſie of the Goſpell . Furvermoze where as Paule doeth nothing 
here, but that hee wiſheth grace to bee giuen him to fulfilf 
his offics-: let vs remember that it is a rule in like manner 


the aduerſaries, but that wee 
death to ſette fozthe the Goſpell. 
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in payers, chit the Loy leaut vs notveftitute of the Spirite ._ 
of boldneſſe. | 


Walke w ee them that are without, redeemin 8 


6 Let — he alway be in grace poudered with ale 2 
that —.— 2 you ought to anſwere to e- 
uery man. ä 
7 Tichicnsa beloued brother and a Faithfull miniſter and 
a fellow ſeruaunt in the Lordꝭ ſhall make known yn 
to you all mine affaires. 
$ Whom I haue ſẽt vnto you ſar this cauſe, that you might 
know mine eſlate, and that your hartes mighte bee 
comforted. 
9 With Oneſimus a faithfull and beloued brother, which 
bs of you. All thinges ſhall be made known ynto you 
which are here (done,) 


. 5 Walke wiſely. he ſetteth them without, 02 fozrepners, ops 
police to them that are ofthe houſhold of fayth,£o2 the Church 
is like a Citie, whole inhabitants are all fapthfull, knit togea⸗ 
tha mutual kindꝛen 02 neighbourhood among thtſelues: 
reyners are the bnbeleeuers., But why will Paule haue 
S cd befoze the faythfull ? There are thzee cauſes. i 
Firft chat to the blinde there be no ſtumbling block layde. bes + / 
cauſe nothing is moze ready than fo2 vnbeleeners by our vnwa⸗ 
rinelle to be made wozſe,and to haue their myndes wounded, ſo 
that they dayly moze and moze abhozre religion. Secondly that 
there be no cauſe and occaſion giuen them to flannder he Goſs 
pell,and ſo the name of Chziſt be layde fo2th to be mocked, then 
are made woꝛſe, and turmoyles and perſecutions rayſed, Laftly 
that while we keepe company with them at meate and other al ⸗ 
— — — tain oo my ſpotts, and 2 6 
little! ophane and o whiche purpoſe belongeth -- 
ach 2 Ar be = | | 
2 5.16. 1 1 
; breathe dupe ar ell: if hola oye, Ins 1 „ 
S | den E 


| Swans. Fares ye byes day hey joy 
| boze withhow many the moze flombling blocks our waye is en- 
| eloſed,ſomuch the moe attentiuelyt muſt we beware that oure 
fette fumble not , oz that we though flouth ſitte not Rill 


6 es He requireth] pleaſautneſſe of ſpeeche, 
; which may by the commovicie-thereof allure the bearers. fop 
bee voeth not condemne only ſuch ſpeeches as are apparanclye 
wicked oz vngodly, but alſo ſuch as are of no accounte oz idle. 
Therefoze he biddech chat they be poudered with ſalte. Pꝛo⸗ 


phane haue their ſaltes oz wittie ſayinges and conceits, 
bat he peer not * 


ol them: nap rather becauſe. pleaſaunt and 
conceates are plauſible, and fo2 the moſt parte winne fas 
your,be declarech after a ſozt the faithfull from the vſe and cu⸗ 
ſome ol them, Foz he councech.it vnſauery , whatſoeuer it bee 
that edifiethnot , Jn the ſame ſence is the woꝛde grace; put: 
that it may be contrary coſcoffing,and all kynde of fables and: 
topes which eyther hurt oz elſe are vayn. That you-may know- 
how, He that bath accuſtomed himſelte vnto tir cumſpecte ſpec* 
ches, wall not fall into many abſurvities and incon tes. 
into.which thoſe that are ful of wozds, and bablers mayp timts: 
doe fall: but by continuall vſe hee will gette himſcife knows 
ledge how to aunſwere well and directly, As agapne it muſte 
needes be that blabbe tongue fellowes doe ſette oute and offet 
tzhemlelues to be mocked and laughev at as off as they bee a- 

' kedaquecftion of any thing, wherein they ſuffer inf puniſhment 
for their fooliſh babling. Neyther doth he ſay only What , but 
alſo How(we mult ſpeake) : noz pet to all invifferentlye, but tu 
euery (and ſinguler)perſon, Foz this is not the woꝛſt poynte of 
pꝛudencie and ſkill, to haue a conſideration ofeuery ane. 

9 Myne affayres. Co the end the Coloſſans may knowe what 

great care he hath ojter them, he doch confirmeand aſſure them 

as it were with a pledge gruet. Foz whereas he was in py iſo 
 andinhazardeof bis life, without having regarde of himſelft. 

de ſeech co them, by ſending Tychicus vnto them wherein aps 

earth as well the n holye Apolte, as his 
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ppdencie any wit. br thin in no inall matter, that whileThe is 

delre pꝛiſoner, and is in extreante perill fox che Golpell, yer hee By 
cralleth not but giueth his diligence to pꝛumote and ſette fozs 
warde che Goſpell,and hath a care foz all Churches, S9 his 

body imis is that in pꝛiſon, but his hart which is carefull,to doe 

as much as may be, (pzeaverh it lelfe farre and wide, It is pzus 

ſeudeth a meett ann viſctecte perſon 
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at they may? tire vs to the immicating of the 

and zeale;He putteth in Dnelimus alſo, to the enve 
maupe baue the moze waighc, Although it bee-vucertaine 
this Dneſimus was . fo it is lcant credible, 
that-Seruaunt of Philemon, becauſe the name: of a Theeke' | 
and a runneawaye had bene in hazard repzoche any 51 
pPe ſetteth them both out with honefk titles, chat | 
the moze good among them: and Cychitus ſpecially 

to bſe ch office of teaching. 
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10 Ariflarchus my priſon fellowe ſaluteth you, and 
e 


ſo doeth Marke the Coſine of Barnabas: con- 

cearning home you haue receyued commaun- 

may if hee come vnto you, that you receaue 

im. ä e 

11 And leſus whiche is called Iuſtus, who are of 

the Circumciſion, theſe alone were workers with *: 

me into the kingdome of God,who wereto me 

oy acomfort | 1 

12 Epaphras ſaluteth you, y hicù is of you a ſeruaunt of ug! 
Chhriſt, alw ayes ſtriuing for you in prayers i chaet 


enn bs E piftle to he 0 en 


you may ſtande perfect and fulfiſled in allthe will 

of God, 

12 For I beare him witneſſe, that he hath great care o- 
uer you, and ouer them whoare at Laodicia and 


Hier opolis. 


10 My priſon fellow. hereby appeareth, that other came 
bnto Paule,aftcr he was bzoughc to Rome. And it is credibie 
that his enemies at the firlt earneſtly laboured, to feare wayr 
by puniſhing them as they div him, all the godly from helping 
—— that this preuaplev-foz a time: but afterward ſame, ta- 
king them, not to haue regarded whatſoeuer terrour 
was — them. That you receaue him, Some bookts 
haue, Neceaue him, in the imperatiue moode: but wzong-fo2 he 
erp2eſſeth that kinde ol commaundement which the Coloſſians 
bes receaued : namely that it was the commendacion of epther” 
Barnabas oz Marke: which latter is moze pzobable., In the 
. greeke it is the infinittue moode, but pet it mult de ſu reſolyew 
88 Thaue _—— vs marke that they were diligent in 

| luing teftimonye they mighte dilcerne good men from 
' falſe bzechzen, from dzanes,from veceiuers,andmany that were 
Eraggelers and wanderers about. Which viligence and cate is 
attheſe dayes moꝛe than ne ꝛ ether foz becauſe vertuaus 
teachers haue cold entert oz elſe foz that folithe perſons 
| am ſuch as art ligbt ol beleeke oz oer librall ben am anderm. 


A £78 vir ra e were n — which were 


F —— rem any which 0 excelled in ne- 
5 Kaan ger further 5 


burda M. 455 Calui vine” 


iris eee God ratgaech ouer vs, and by 


it we haue the adoption into like exerlatting, Bat of this more 
ts ſpoken in another place. 
12 Alyayesftriuing, pain example of good Paſto, who bo 
meanes of vikaunce eck placodoth in no wile fozget the Church, 
but carieth the care thereof with him ouer the ſea, And note the 
k2ce ofche prayer, whiche is exp2eſſed in the wozde, Stri⸗ 
uing _. Fon although in this p lace Paule meante to note the 
vehemencie of affection , pet "Withall her moniſheth the Co⸗ 
1oflians-, that they account not the pzayers of their Pato; to 
be in bayne: but rather that they account them to bee no ſmall 


Helpe to them. Laſtly let vs gather out of Paules wo2des-, that 


this is the perfection of Chaiſtians, while they Me fulfilley 


und in the will of Sod: e e 6? tg 


* any other thing elſe, 


1 Luke the beloued Phi tian ſaluteth you, ang ed doth 


Damas. : 


= ” Slurethe Bretherenwhich nat tpn Nymw- 


phas and the Church which is at his houſe, 


26 And when the Epiltic (hall alſo bee reade among Klee 


auuſe that it bee alio read in the Church of 7805 
„ dicians and that you reade that Epiſtle which 
from Laodicia: /: 


17 And ſaye you to Archi us, 233 
a which t oubaltreceavedinehe erf thou ful- 
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Wye Luke d Euangelilt,ſoz Am ge he was $] | 
ere neeeded ſuch a kinde of ſhewing : i 
ue bene let ſozxth with a inoze wozſhipfull title : certaymeive 
would haue called bim eyther his fellow helper, oz at the let 
| is faythfull and truſtye companyon, any partener of bis con 
entions & bulin: lie. I rather coniectuxe that hewas than awap, 
' and this other to be diſcerned from hun by the name of a Phiſt» 
tion. Althaugh J cantende not about it as being a certaintye : 
put A doe only bztug confectures, This Demas of whiche hee 
makech mention, is ht ſame without doubt whome he tomplal⸗ 
pech alter warde to haue faſaken him, 2. Tim. 10. {hem be 
aketh of the houſholde Church of Nymphas, let vs remems 
ber that in Id is pzeſcribed of what faſhion it beſee» 
{meth all the HMuſhalders o Chziſtiansto be: namely chat cher 
be ſo many mall Churches. Aheretgꝛe let euery Man knowe, 
that this charge is layd vpon him, that he inſtruct his houſe in 
the feare of the Loꝛd, that he keepe it vnder holy diſcipline, ts 
bo thazt,that inthe ſame he faſhion an Image oz renin 
of the Church, * 
is Letit 2 Church of the Lgodyceans; { 
Friflle ho s entituled to the Coloſſians, 
UA The like muſte we thinke of all the 
/4. They were in deeds wyitten once ta certain 2 
# but becauſe they contayn a perpetuall doctrine, and that bie: 
is common 182 no matter what title they ham 
Fon theargi 1 2 
ſtle whereof mention, they haue , 
vntrulp, to haue bene wꝛitten by Paule. They ar 
ued who haue t aul tu b —— 
n it was an eſent ta Paule, 3 
ebe be p2ofitable to the Coloſſians: as Cities are ac * 
ut — hare nere one to the other to haue many hinge 
1 common bet mene them. And it mas to groſſe a veccite, that, 1 
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